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Congregation Beth Israel 
 

Where the old is made new, 
and the new, holy. Moving? Email change?  Please inform us of your new address. 

 

6 Dundee Park 
Suite 301 
Andover, MA  01810 
 

PH:  978.474.0540 
 
office@BethIsraelMV.org 
www.BethIsraelMV.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

March 2026 

Adar/Nisan 5786 

Congregation Beth Israel 
 

A spiritual oasis for the Jewish community! 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

 
“Patriotism” and “Nationalism” are terms, according to the Encyclopedia Brittanica, which are often used 
interchangeably but have very different meanings and implications. 
 

“Patriotism” focuses on the feelings of affection a person has toward, and the attachment and commitment 
one has to, one’s own country. It serves as a unifying force that helps support democratic societies by    
fostering a sense of solidarity among members of that society, and at the same time, makes no claim that 
our country is better than or superior to any other democratic nation.  
 

“Nationalism,” on the other hand, according to the Encyclopedia Brittanica, in addition to reflecting a    
feeling of attachment to one’s country, typically involves a belief in the superiority of one’s nation over 
others. Rather than fostering the establishment of a more cohesive society as Patriotism does, Nationalism 
often leads to divisiveness both within the same country as well as in the country’s relationships with its 
allies in the world. 

As both an American, who cares deeply for the United States, and as a Jewish person, who has always been 
a strong supporter of the State of Israel, I am troubled by the emphasis on the part of the respective       
leaderships in both countries, today, on Nationalism in the place of Patriotism. 
 

Fortunately, in addition to my generally being able to find wisdom, comfort, and solace from our religious 
tradition, I can often find these same things in the sports world. Most everyone is aware for example, that 
the Winter Olympics are now being held in Italy, and even if we are among those, who do not follow the 
Olympics on a daily basis—I admit to being a member of this group—most of us Americans, including 
myself, were rooting for both the United States’ women’s and men’s hockey teams and celebrated, when 
both won gold medals for coming in first place. 
 

This support for our sports teams is an example of Patriotism, of our having an affection toward and attach-
ment to our own country and its sports teams. I remember how, in 1980, people in this country, who had 
never watched a hockey game in their lives, rooted for and cheered loudly, when the U.S. team upset the 
favored Russian team.  

Yet, as was pointed out in a recent New York Times article, entitled, “Our Leaders Are Not Us,” the fans’ 
behavior at the current Olympic games poignantly illustrates the difference between the positive emotion of 
Patriotism, and the more destructive and polarizing feeling of Nationalism. 
 

The author of the New York Times’ article, who is attending the Olympics with his wife, notes how grati-
fying it has been for the two of them to witness the thousands of people attending the Olympics cheering 
loudly for their respective home countries, while also recognizing and respecting the rights of others to 
cheer equally loudly for their athletes. The writer of the article goes on to say that “[He] spent a week at the 
Games and never saw a single display of national aggression, of booing, or resentment.” 

 

Continued on Page 3 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

 

He focuses on one particular event, figure skating, to prove his point. The hundreds of people watching the 
figure skating event, he notes, came from a number of different countries and were there primarily to root 
for the skaters representing their home countries; yet most everyone there cheered loudly, while Alysa Liu, 
representing the United States, and the eventual gold medal winner, demonstrated her incredible skill and 
talent on the ice; and right before that, the writer points out, those watching the event cheered almost as 
loudly for the Swiss entry, who finished second to last. Why did the Swiss entry receive so much crowd 
support? Because after falling for the second time, which meant she had no chance of winning, she had the 
courage and strength of character to get back up and complete her routine. 
 

The author concludes his article by emphasizing that the thousands of people attending the Olympics, “are 
sending a clear message: They proudly root for our own countries, but we are more than just our countries; 
and even without trying to do so, are showing the world that they are better—much better—than the      
governments leading these countries.” 
 

What can I, can we, learn thus learn from the Winter Olympics? 
 

For myself, it is that, while I am extraordinarily proud to be a citizen of the United States, I can do so    
without being chauvinistic, and can thus also feel a deep connection to and can enjoy the accomplishments 
and appreciate the shared humanity of, the people living in other countries. 
 

In the same way, while I am extraordinarily proud to be Jewish, I can do so without being tribalistic, and 
can recognize and appreciate, in the words of Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, “no religion has a monopoly 
on holiness… and that God’s spirit rests upon us all, whatever our religion or no religion, in consonance 
with our deeds.” 
 

May the coming month of Adar be a time of simcha, or joy, for your loved ones and you! 
 

Rabbi Howard Mandell 
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By Jon Brody 

A Purim Message: The Joy of Celebration along with Supporting our Community 

Jon Brody (and Chat GPT) 

For the December newsletter, I wrote about Hanukkah and rededicating our lives by sharing the light. I used 
Chat GPT to help me write that article (I acknowledged in the byline), and I got more compliments on that 
article than I had for any other over the many, many years of writing them. So, I thought why don’t we try it 
again with Purim. 
 
Purim is this Monday night, and I certainly hope to see all of you at CBI (or on Zoom) for the “Great Purim 
Sing Along.” There will be music and costumes and Hamantaschen and Shalach Manot bags and you will 
hear the Megillah read and the groggers roar! It should be a great time for everyone. 
 
Purim is one of the most joyous Jewish holidays of the year, celebrating the survival of the Jewish people 

from ancient Persian persecution. In a contemporary context, it is characterized by carnivals, costumes, chari-

ty, and giving food gifts/baskets. It often serves as a reflection on combating modern antisemitism, highlight-

ing themes of Jewish identity, resilience, and hidden divine providence through a lens of joy, community, and 

humor. 

Key Contemporary Aspects of Purim: 
 

Themes of Identity & Resilience: Amid rising antisemitism, Purim is viewed as a "day of strength" 

and pride. It is considered a time to push back against hate, with some reflecting on the holiday's 

themes in light of modern, ongoing security challenges. The story is one of the most beloved in the 

Jewish community because it positions Jews as powerful agents of their own destinies, rather than as 

victims of persecution. Both the Rabbi and Jeff talked about this in last month’s newsletter. This 

isn’t the time to stay quiet and stand on the sideline. If not now, when? 

Theme of Feminism: Purim is an opportunity to center feminism! The Purim story is one of only a       
handful of canonical Jewish stories that heavily feature the complex lives, perspectives, and actual 
voices of women. Esther faces limitations based on her gender and understands that women in her  
society are  expected to be seen and used but not heard. While she doesn’t challenge these social 
norms outright, she plays the long game and uses her wit and allure as a woman to her advantage.  
Ultimately, Esther is able to overcome social limitations and save the Jewish people. Today, she is 
considered a heroine worthy of celebration and admiration. At CBI, we can see the amazing leader-
ship by women every day on the Board, as committee heads, and as active participants in our 
services. 
 
Symbolism of Costumes & Masks: The themes of “concealing and revealing one’s true nature” are      
prevalent both in the Purim story, and in the traditional ways we celebrate it. For example, Esther 
conceals and then reveals her Jewish identity in order to save her people. Additionally, the character 
of God is “concealed,” and God’s name is not mentioned once in the entire Book of Esther (although 
from a Jewish perspective, God is the one who is pulling the strings of redemption behind the scenes). 
For these reasons, Purim is an invitation to dress up in costume as a way to “come out” and reveal 
typically hidden or unseen aspects of ourselves. Additionally, the theme of “celebrating our inner 
truths” is one reason why Purim has become a particularly resonant holiday for folks in the LGBTQ 
community. Looking forward to seeing what costume Jeff comes up with for Monday night. He 
always steps up his game on Purim.  
 

Continued on Page 6 
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Continued from Page 5 

Community and Charity: Beyond celebrations, there is a strong focus on community, including 
sending food to friends and donating money to the poor, and fostering social cohesion. The origin of 
this practice can be found in the Book of Esther 9:22. Jews are instructed to observe Purim “as days 
of feasting and merrymaking and as an occasion for sending gifts to one another and presents to the 
poor.” It’s common for people to send Purim packages of yummy food called mishloach manot to 
friends as a way to uplift the joy of the holiday. Some also have a custom of giving money directly to 
needy people they pass by on Purim, and/or making a focused effort to financially support organiza-
tions and causes they care most about. In conjunction with this, many of our members will be 
providing/serving food for the needy at Lazurus House. In addition, regarding fostering com-
munity, our very own Gayle Tye has prepared wonderful Shalach Manot bags for all in attend-
ance. 

 
Celebration in Israel: In Israel, Purim is a major, vibrant festival, sometimes referred to as a "Jewish 
Mardi Gras," with large public gatherings and parades, lavish meals, and the drinking of alcohol until 
one becomes happily tipsy. Amid all the frivolity, however, high-security measures have been re-
quired in recent years. Come in person on Monday night to enjoy a light but festive Purim meal 
along with an opportunity to toast Esther and Mordecai. During our celebration, we should all 
take the time to remember Israel and keep her in our weekly prayers as there is a long way to 
go before a sustainable and lasting peace is reached. 
 

Wishing everyone a joyous Purim. I hope to see you at Monday night’s service. 
 

Legacy Endowment Contributions 
 

We have just kicked off the Legacy Endowment Campaign in December, which included discussions with 
most of the board and just a few members, and it will continue until we have had the opportunity to meet 
with each member over the next several months. We expect the following two lists to grow each month as we 
meet with more members. 
 

The following people have made generous contributions to help kick off the Legacy Endowment Fund. We 
thank them for their support in establishing this fund and immediately impacting our ongoing operational 
deficit. 
 
Sarah Blumenstock and Kris Girrell  Judy Mizner   Richard Soll  

Jon and Ellen Brody    Rick and Robin Pike   Jeff and Gayle Tye  

Caren Jacobson and Blair Roberts  Bill Shek   Elaine Winic 
           
The following people have notified us that they have designated funds to CBI at a future date.  We thank 
them for their support and commitment to help grow the Endowment in the future. 
 
Jon and Ellen Brody    Elaine Winic 

Peter and Beth Edelstein   Bob and Barbara Moverman  
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March 2026 

Social Action Bulletin Article 
 

On Sunday, January 18 the social action committee gathered to make bagged lunches for    
Lazarus House to distribute to those in need. Thank you to everyone who donated to support 
the project, to those who shopped for ingredients, and to our very efficient assembly line   
workers, who put together 80 nutritious lunches in record time! 
 
For the second year in a row members of the social action committee are scheduled to           
accompany the Lazarus House food truck, which delivers meals directly to the Lawrence    
community every Friday night in winter. The truck stops in the center of Lawrence, and also 
by one of the encampments. In addition to providing meals, the truck can provide warm winter 
clothing to those in need. We’re grateful to those who will accompany the truck this year on 
Friday, February 27, and to everyone who responded to our request for gently used warm    
winter clothing. 
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KIDDUSH SPONSORS NEEDED 
 

We have a few dates still available for the re-
mainder of the year. Do you have a Yahrzeit 
coming up? Special Birthday? How about just 
because? 
 

We can do the shopping and setup for a small 
fee of $75.  
 

The following dates are available: 
 
 March 28 
 April 4 (Passover) 
 April 11 
 April 18 
 April 25 

 

Please contact Janet at  

office @bethisraelmv.org or at 978.474.0540. 

CBI Cares 
 

 

CBI Cares is here for you.  

 

Please notify Rebecca 

Fishbein at  

rfg013@gmail.com or Janet 

at   

office@bethisraelmv.org 

if you know of someone 

could use a meal or support 

of any kind.  

 

We are here for you.  
   

UPCOMING EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS! 
 

 March 2   Purim Dinner & Service @ 6:30pm 

 March 3   Purim 

 March 13   Shabbat Chai 

 April 1   Passover—1st Seder 

 April 2 & 3  Office Closed 

 April 8 & 9  Office Closed 

 April 14   Yom Hashoah 

 April 19   Yom Hoshoah Program  

 April 20   Patriot’s Day—Office Closed 

 May 5    Blood Drive 

 

 

mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org
mailto:rfg013@gmail.com
mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org
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The April 2026 

Bulletin deadline is 

Friday, March 20, 2026 

Send your articles to 
Newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org with 

“April Newsletter"  

 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES MARCH 2026 

 
MARCH HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

  חדש תדלוה םוי
 

 

 

Charlie Mandell  March 1 

Yana Shapiro  March 6 

Seth Grosz   March 16 

Caren Jacobson  March 17 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
MARCH HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 

 
 

Chris Cook & Ellen  Rothstein
 March 11 

Tracy Dubin & Richard Roomberg 
March 16 

Bob & Barbara Moverman
 March 31 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

The CBI Board of Directors will meet on Monday,       

March 9 at 7:15pm on Zoom for their regularly 

scheduled monthly meeting.   

All Board Meetings are open to the membership.  If you 

would like to attend, please RSVP no later than           

March 6 to Janet at 978.474.0540 or  

office@BethIsraelMV.org and the Zoom link will be 

provided, along with an agenda. 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

Consider making a donation to the 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund which 

gives  Rabbi   Mandell the ability to 

purchase or fund items that benefit 

the synagogue, our members, and our 

neighbors in need.  Kindly send your   

donation to Janet in the CBI office, 

check made out to CBI, including 

the notation “RDF”, and it will be 

credited accordingly. 

 Thank you for your generosity! 

Best wishes for 

many more 

healthy and happy 

mailto:Newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:amy@BethIsraelMV.org


MARCH 2026 (ADAR/NISAN 5786)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 15 

 

 

Join us for Kiddush Luncheon following  
Shabbat Morning Services! 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR  JANUARY 
 

KIDDUSH / ONEG / SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS 
 

 
 

Sponsor       Date     Occasion 

 
Ann Macklin        February 14 
 
Leslie & David Silverstein February 21  Safe travels on their 
             trip 
 
Sarah Blumstock       February 28  In memory of her  
             beloved parents, 
             Alexander and 
             Rivarose Blumenstock 
 

 
Donations to the Kiddush Fund are always gratefully accepted. 

 

 
Upcoming dates are available to honor / remember loved ones 

and / or special events / holidays. 

 
Contact Janet for more information on Kiddush sponsorships. 
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TEMPLE FUND 
 

FROM    TO   OCCASION 
 

Judith Green Chaloff Jerry Golner  In honor of his birthday! 

Ethel Somers Attorney Mark Stein  In memory of my dear friend,  
     Ralph Stein 

YAHRZEITS  
 

MOURNER    IN MEMORY OF 

 

Elise Levine      Louis Chedekel, Father 

Elise Levine      Lena Chedekel, Grandmother 

Jill Kaplan Brown     Craig Kaplan, Brother 

Barbara Pofcher     Paul Arthur Finkelstein, Father 

Ruth Curran      Harry Gerson, Uncle 

Susan Neyman     Louis Neyman, Beloved father and Grandfather 

Paul & Barbara Garnick    Samuel Rosenbloom, Grandfather 

 

LEGACY FUND 
 

FROM 

Bill Shek 

Rick & Robin Pike 

Blair Roberts 

Caren Jacobson 

 

 

 

 

 

We appreciate and accept all donations for various funds for recognition purposes, however all 
donations are used for general operating expenses except those to the Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
and the Leonard C. Mandell Legacy Fund / May Their Memory Always be for a Blessing . 
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The following names will be read, and people remembered at Yahrzeit, on Shabbat Morning 
March 7-13 
18-24 Adar 

Marilyn Fay Seigel Abelow 
Rose Baker 
Dr. Harry Beller 
Jacob Berman 
Annie Bivetsky 
Clara C. Boches 
Jonathan Edward Brenner 
George J. Bresth 
Rae Bronstein 
Esther Caras 
David Cohen 
Elizabeth Cohen 
Herbert Cohen 
Bessie Delinsky 
Lena Dendy 
Esther Fox 
Ethel Franks 
Fannie Ruth Froman 
Selma Garwin 
Lila H. Gass 
Bertha Gerson 
Abraham J. Goodman 
William Greenbaum 
Lydia Hammer 
Maxwell Harvey 
Bessie Hoffman 
Louis Kaminsky 
Myer Karas 
Pearl Labell 
Elizabeth Meister 
Leonard Kaye Millen 
Louis Neyman 
Joan Pinck 
Fred Roesler 
Sylvia Rogers 
Simon Rosenberg 
Martin Rosenbloom 
Selma Roth 
Harry Schwartz 
Helen C. Schwartz 
Dorothy Seeche 
Solomon Serkman 
Jacob W. Shinberg 
Maurice Shinberg 
Eva Shuman 
Richard Siegal 
Barbara Silverman 
Louis Silverman 
Samuel Joseph Silverman 
Henry Smith 
Rose Snyder 
Marguerite Spector 
George E. Stavis 
Albert Steinberg 
Lena Steinberg 
Selma Strauss 
Julius Thrope 
Daniel G. Versman 
Sarah (Baker) Vinecour 
Nathan Weiner 
Benjamin Weisberg 
Benjamin Wheeler 
Helen Winer 
Henry Saul Wolfson 
David Ziskind 
Arieh Zwanziger  

March 14-20 
25 Adar - 2 Nisan 

 

Max Annis 
Joseph Baker 
Dr. Barnett Bernstein 
Harry Burwick 
Patricia Holt Carlson 
Louis Chedekel 
Bernard Cohn 
Leah Ellis 
Abraham Farman 
Barney Fisher 
Benjamin Froman 
Delcie L. Gardner 
Rose Gill 
R. E. Goodman 
Sheldon Gordon 
Annette Green 
George Greenberg 
Tina Habelow 
Ralph Ilsen 
Aaron Jacobson 
Irving C. Jacobson 
Celia R. Kahn 
Bella Kaplan 
Charles Kaplan 
Dorothy Kupsov 
Louis Levine 
Louis Master 
Rebecca (Kenner) Milstone 
Rose Minsky 
Rita Sharcoff Mizner 
Frank Niedergang 
John F. O'Donnell 
Harold Palefsky 
George Perlman 
Tillie Pinsky 
Fannie Rappaport 
Esther G. Rindler 
Lillian Zidle Rosenberg 
Zelda Schneider 
Ellis Schwager 
Gussie Schwartz 
Bernard Shapiro 
Jacob Shrager 
Jennie Stern 
Louis Stoloff 
Harry Tetle 
Fannie Weiner 
Henry W. Wolff 
Cyrus Zeidman 
Edward Ziskind  

March 21-27 
3 - 9 Nisan 

Martin Howard Armel 
Adeline  Bain 
Bessie Baratz 
Sarah Berenson 
Louis Berman 
Ronald Bernstein 
John Callahan 
Dr. Manuel Coggan 
Louis Cohen 
Bernard Cowan 
David Fischer 
Jacob Flagler 
Lillian Gardner 
Robert Garwin 
Sam Gedansky 
Joyce Gladstone 
Rose Gladstone 
Cynthia Goodman 
Benjamin Gordon 
Nathan Greenstein 
Florence Harris 
Samuel Heifetz 
Julius Kay 
Max Klinow 
Bertha Kotzen 
Harry Lampert 
Louis Lezberg 
Louis Mazur 
Robert G. Mirman 
Ida K. Offenberg 
Julius Robinson 
Barbara Schwartz 
Max Schwartz 
Ida Shrager 
Harry Shuman 
Kadysh Shupak 
Agnes P. Silbey 
Ruth Skowyra 
Irene Smith 
Arthur Sobil 
David Solomont 
Frances K. Spindler 
Eva Stern 
Wolf Stern 
Rebecca Weisberg 
Edith B. Wolfson 

March 28 - April 4 
10 - 16 Nisan 

 

Abraham (Archie) Avidon 
Joseph Baker 
Sarah Barlofsky 
Aaron J. Berenson 
Benjamin Bernstein 
Frank Byers 
Sara Kaplan Cantor 
Rose Cohen 
Zelda Cohen 
Nathan Friedman 
Samuel Goldberg 
Minnie Harris 
David Kaminsky 
Samuel L. Kaplan 
Saul Krafte 
Samuel Kremer 
Louis Leibovitz 
Rose Lemkin 
Myer B. Marcus 
Rosalie Mauser 
Max Melamed 
Dr. Sidney S. Mizner 
Etta K. Newman 
Morris Pike 
Mary Poulten 
Adele Glazer Richards 
Gerald Ritter 
Dr. Emil E. Rosenbaum 
Rose Rosenberg 
Louis Rubin 
Sadie Sacrofsky 
Dora Schoenberg 
Nettie Shrager 
Dora Sideman 
Bennett Silverblatt 
Joseph Sternberg 
Lottie Sternberg 
Beatrice Tubin 
Benjamin Weinstein 
Mabel Wheeler 
Leo Y. Winner 
Charles Abraham Yette  
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Cowan Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 

 
359 Main Street 

Haverhill, MA 01830 
 

 Phone: (978) 372-1451 
Fax: (978) 521-4669 

E-mail: stef@cowaninsurance.com 
 

 Specializing in Business & Personal  
Insurance 

 

 

Advertisers 

Family owned and operated for 
5 generations in the Merrimack Valley 

                      

 
 

978.372.9311 
 

 106 Summer St., Haverhill 
210 So. Main St., Bradford 

www.farmerfuneralhomes.com 

 

GOLDMAN 
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL 

 

174 Ferry Street 
Malden, MA 02148 

 
HARVEY GOLDMAN 

JAY GOLDMAN 
 

Boston Area: 781-324-1122  
Toll Free: 800-982-3717 

Fax: 781-324-7553 
Email: goldmanfc@comcast.net 

Complete Cleaning 
Company 

 
Carpets  

&  
Upholstery 

 
Rich Bouchard 
978-975-1074 

mailto:stef@cowaninsurance.com
http://www.farmerfuneralhomes.com
mailto:goldmanfc@comcast.net
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Tel: (978) 535-6449  
Fax: (978) 535-6816 

 

474 Lowell Street 
 Peabody, MA 01960 

 

todd@levineskoshermkt.com 
 

http://www.levineskoshermkt.com 

  

 

 

Beth El Cemetery 

Chelmsford 

Serving Congregation Beth Israel and 
The Merrimack Valley Jewish Community 

 
 

Impeccably Maintained 
Mixed Religion Burial Area 

Quiet and Serene Setting 
 

For a guided tour of the cemetery and to discuss  
availability and costs of burial plots, go to 

bethelcemeteryma.org/contacts 
 

Jim Shainker, President 
Howie Flagler, Vice President 

 
 

 

mailto:todd@levineskoshermkt.com
http://www.levineskoshermkt.com
mailto:bethelcemeteryma.org/contacts
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JNF TREE CERTIFICATES ARE 
AVAILABLE AT CBI 

 
For a contribution of $18 (same price as 
online at the JNF website), you can 
request a personalized JNF Trees for 
Israel certificate be sent to the recipient 
of your choice, for any occasion! 
 
What a meaningful way to honor, 
memorialize and celebrate friends and 
loved ones at birthdays, anniversaries, 
accomplishments, b’nei mitzvah, 
weddings, births, healing, get well 
wishes, and more! 
 
Please call or email Amy in the office for 
more information and to order your 
certificates today! 
 
To learn more 
about the work of  
Jewish National 
Fund, visit their 
website, 
www.jnf.org.  

mailto:office@BethIsraelMV.org
http://www.jnf.org
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C O M M U N I T Y     N O T I C E S 
 
 

 TODAH RABAH, THANK YOU -תודה רבּה מזל טוב
 

Rebecca Fishbein & Ellen Brody for stocking our freezer with food for CBI Cares! 

 

MI SHEBEIRACH 

Peter Edelstein 

Paul Garnick 

THURSDAY NIGHT MINYAN 
 

Regularly scheduled on the 1st & 3rd  
Thursdays of each month 

 
 

Thursday, March 5 & 19 @ 7:00pm 
 
 

You are invited to join us whenever you can to support the 
congregants and friends who are in mourning or observing 
a yahrzeit of a loved one. 
 
Please let Janet know if you plan on attending by the 
Wednesday before by clicking here:  
 
office@bethisraelmv.org and we will email you the Zoom 
link. 

mailto:Office@bethisraelmv.org
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Rabbi 
Howard Mandell 

 
Rabbi Mandell is 

available by calling 
the Synagogue 

or via email, 
RabbiMandell@ 

BethIsraelMV.org 
 
 

Synagogue 
Office Hours 

 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday - Friday 

 
It’s always a good idea to 
call/email prior to making 
a trip to the Synagogue 
to be sure someone is 
available to greet you. 

 
Phone: 978.474.0540 

 
 

office@BethIsraelMV.org 

Board of Directors 

CBI Email Addresses 
 

STAFF / LEADERSHIP / COMMITTEES 
 

Rabbi Howard Mandell = RabbiMandell@BethIsraelMV.org 
Administrator, Janet Damelin = office@BethIsraelMV.org 
President, Jeff Tye = JTMedic1@comcast.net 
Vice President, Programming, Caren Jacobson = carenblair@aol.com 
Vice President, Finance/Treasurer, Jonathan Brody = jonbrody@comcast.net 
Clerk, Sarah Blumenstock = sarahbg@verizon.net 
Back To Shul Task Force, Caren Jacobson = carenblair@aol.com 
CBI Cares, Barbara Moverman = CBICares@BethIsraelMV.org 
Newsletter, Janet Damelin = newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org 
Social Action / Chesed, Susannah Abbott & Amy Friedman Lee = SocialAction@BethIsraelMV.org 
Webmaster, Rick Pike = webmaster@BethIsraelMV.org 
Website, Robin Rose = rmrose6016@verizon.net 

President Jeffrey Tye 

Vice President,  
Programming 

Caren Jacobson 

Vice President,  
Finance 

Jonathan Brody 

Clerk Sarah Blumenstock 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

DIRECTORS 

Hilary Guida Philip Onigman 

Judith Mizner Bill Shek 

Bob Moverman Elaine Winic 

Rick Pike  

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Robin Rose Tanya Gould 

Howard Flagler Howard Spector 

Jim Shainker  

mailto:Rabbi@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:office@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:RabbiMandell@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:amy@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:JTMedic1@comcast.net
mailto:carenblair@aol.com
mailto:JonBrody@comcast.net
mailto:CBICares@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:SocialAction@BethIsraelMV.org
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      MARCH 2026 
ADAR/NISAN 5786  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1              12 Adar 
 
 

2          13 Adar 
 
4:55am Fast 
begins 
Ta’Anis Esther 
6:10pm Fast ends 
 
DINNER & PURIM 
SERIVCE @ 
6:30PM 

3             14 Adar 
 
PURIM 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

4                 15 Adar 
 
 
 

5             16 Adar 
 
MINYAN @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

6             17 Adar 
 
 
5:22pm Candle 
Lighting 

7                  18 Adar   

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

 

Shabbat Parah 
 
Havdalah @ 
6:23pm 
 

8              19 Adar 
 
 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS 
SPRING 
FORWARD! 

9               20 Adar 
 
 
BOARD MEETING 
@ 7:15 
 

10           21 Adar 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

11               22 Adar 
 
 
 

12           23 Adar 
 
 
 

13           24 Adar 
 
6:30pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
SHABBAT CHAI 

14                25 Adar 

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

SHABBAT 
HACHODESH 
 

MEVORCHIM 
CHODESH NISAN 

 

Havdalah @ 
7:32pm 

15            26 Adar 
 
 
 
 

16          27 Adar 
 
 
 
 

17           28 Adar 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 

18               29 Adar 
  
 

19            1 Nisan 
 
ROSH 
CHODESH 
NISAN 
  
 
MINYAN 

20            2 Nisan 
 
 
6:38pm Candle 
Lighting 

21                3 Nisan 
  

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

 

Havdalah 7:40pm 

22            4 Nisan 

  
 

23             5 Nisan 
 
 

24           6 Nisan 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

25                7 Nisan 
  
 

26            8 Nisan 
 
 

27            9 Nisan 
  
 
6:47pm Candle 
Lighting 

28              10 Nisan 
  
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

 

Shabbat HaGadol 

 

Yom HaAliyah 

Havdalah 5:33pm 

29          11 Nisan 

  
 

30          12  Nisan 
 
 

31         13 Nisan 
  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

    



MARCH 2026 (ADAR/NISAN 5786)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 24 

 

      APRIL 2026 
NISAN/IYYAR 5786  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

1                14 Nisan 
 

5:01am Fast Begins 
 

Ta’anis Bechoros 
 
EREV PESACH 
 
6:52pm Candle 
Lighting 
OFFICE CLOSED 

2            15 Nisan 
 
PESACH I 
 
7:55pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

3            16 Nisan 
 
PESACH II 
 
1st day of the 
Omer 
 
5:22pm Candle 
Lighting 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

4                17 Nisan   

 

PESACH III 
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

2nd day of the 
Omer 

 

Havdalah @ 
6:23pm 

5            18 Nisan 
 
PESACH IV 
 
3rd day of the 
Omer 
 
 

6             19 Nisan 
 
PESACH V 
 
4th day of the 
Omer 
 
 

7           20 Nisan 
 
PESACH VI 
 
5th day of the 
Omer 
 
6:59pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

8                21 Nisan 
 
PESACH VII 
 
6th day of the 
Omer 
 
8:02pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

9            22 Nisan 
 
PESACH VIII 
 
7th day of the 
Omer 
 
Havdalah @ 
8:03pm 
 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

10          23 Nisan 
 
8th day of the 
Omer 
 
7:03pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
 

11              24 Nisan 

 

9th day of the 
Omer 
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

MEVORCHIM 
CHODESH IYYAR 

 

Havdalah @ 
8:06pm 

12          25 Nisan 
 
10th day of the 
Omer 
 
 
 

13           26 Nisan 
 
11th day of the 
Omer 
 
BOARD MEETING 
@ 7:15 
 
 

14         27 Nisan 
  
12th day of the 
Omer 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 

15              28 Nisan 
  
13th day of the 
Omer 

16          29 Nisan 
 
14th day of the 
Omer 
 
 
MINYAN 

17          30 Nisan 
 
15th day of the 
Omer 
 

ROSH 
CHODESH 
IYYAR 
 

7:11pm Candle 
Lighting 

18                 1 Iyyar 
  

16th day of the 
Omer 
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

 

ROSH CHODESH 
IYYAR 
 

Havdalah 8:15pm 

19              2 Iyyar 

  
17th day of the 
Omer 
 
YOM HOSHOAH 
PROGRAM 

20               3 Iyyar 
 
18th day of the 
Omer 
 
PATRIOT’S DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 

21             4 Iyyar 
  
19th day of the 
Omer 
 

YOM HASHOAH 
 

MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

22                 5 Iyyar 
  
20th day of the 
Omer 
 
YOM HAATZMA’UT 

23             6 Iyyar 
 
21st day of the 
Omer 

24             7 Iyyar 
  
22nd day of the 
Omer 
 
7:19pm Candle 
Lighting 

25                 8 Iyyar 
  
 

23rd day of the 
Omer 
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

Havdalah 5:33pm 

26              9 Iyyar 
  
24th day of the 
Omer 
 

27             10 Iyyar 
 
25th day of the 
Omer 

28           11 Iyyar 
  
26th day of the 
Omer 

29               12 Iyyar 
  
27th day of the 
Omer 

30           13 Iyyar 
 
28th day of the 
Omer 

  


