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Congregation Beth Israel 
 

Where the old is made new, 
and the new, holy. Moving? Email change?  Please inform us of your new address. 

 

6 Dundee Park 
Suite 301 
Andover, MA  01810 
 

PH:  978.474.0540 
 
office@BethIsraelMV.org 
www.BethIsraelMV.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

January 2026 

Tevet/Shevat 5786 

Congregation Beth Israel 
 

A spiritual oasis for the Jewish community! 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

The secular new year, 2026, is an extremely important one in the history of the United States—it is 
the 250th anniversary of the founding of our great nation. 
 
To honor this historic occasion in our nation’s history, I would like to begin my article this month 
by setting out part of the first sentence of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution: 
 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion….” 
 
As historians, as the U.S. Supreme Court, have explained on numerous occasions, the “founding 
fathers” of our country wanted to ensure that no one religion would be more favored or endorsed or 
sanctioned than any other religion by the federal government. In 1925, in the case of Gitlow vs. 
New York, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the 1st Amendment would from that day forth also 
apply to each of the states and their political subdivisions. 
 
Thus, while according to the most recent Pew survey approximately 62% of people in the United 
States self-identify as “Christian” and only approximately 6 % as non-Christian—29% of those in 
the survey identify as “no religion”—the federal government is prohibited from taking any action 
or passing any law showing a preference for Christianity over any other religion, whether it be        
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, etc. 
 
The first sentence of the 1st Amendment to the United States Constitution also makes clear that   
neither the federal nor any state government may pass any law or take any action to impede the 
free exercise of any religion. 
 
Thus, while a house of worship, or a private business or organization, or a private homeowner may 
show a Christmas nativity scene on its property without controversy under the “free exercise” 
clause of the 1st Amendment, a majority of the United States Supreme Court has held that a city’s 
placing a nativity scene, alone, inside a courthouse, with an angel holding a banner that said, 
“Glory to God in the Highest,” violated the establishment clause of the 1st Amendment. 
 
In this regard, it has been traditional for Presidents and, on occasion, members of their cabinets, to 
offer Christmas messages at this time of the year. I will offer but a few representative examples of 
these messages from both Republican and Democratic Presidents. 
 
President Jimmy Carter: “At this joyous season, Rosalynn and I extend our warmest wishes to all 
of our fellow citizens who celebrate Christmas. Our country has been especially blessed through-
out our history. In this season of hope we seek, as individuals and as a nation, to serve as instru-
ments to bring the ancient promises of peace and goodwill closer to fulfillment for all the peoples 
of the earth.” 
 
 

Continued on Page 3 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

President Ronald Reagan: “For more than just a day, Christmas is a state of mind. It is found 
throughout the year whenever faith overcomes doubt, hope conquers despair, and love triumphs 
over hate. It is present when men of any creed bring love and understanding to the hearts of their 
fellow man.” 
 
George W. Bush: “According to the Gospel of Luke, 2000 years ago, the savior of mankind came 
into the world. Christians believe that Jesus’ birth was the incarnation of God on earth, opening the 
door to new hope and eternal life. At Christmastime, Christians celebrate God’s love revealed to 
the world through Christ. And the message of Jesus is one that all Americans can embrace this    
holiday season—to love one another.” 
 
Barack Obama: “We join our fellow Christians around the world to rejoice in the birth of our    
Savior. And as we retell his story from that Holy Night, we’ll also remember His eternal message, 
one of boundless love, compassion, and hope. Those are values that help guide not just my fami-
ly’s Christian faith, but that of Jewish Americans, and Muslim Americans; nonbelievers, and 
Americans of all backgrounds.” 
    
While acknowledging their Christian faith and reaching out to their fellow Christians in our     
country and throughout the world, each of these Presidents, in his own way, also recognized that 
we are a religiously diverse country and thus delivered a universal message of hope, peace, and 
love to persons of all religions and of no religion. 
 
As we are all aware, there has been a historic spike in Antisemitism in our country in the past 8 
years of so, with such Antisemitism being present on both the left and the right. After seeing the 
movie, “Nuremberg,” I committed in my last Lach Lecha article to do my small part to more      
affirmatively combat Antisemitism. I want to be an even more proud and knowledgeable Jew and 
to reach out even more to the interfaith community; I have also promised myself to call out        
Antisemitism, whenever and wherever it may rear its ugly head. 
 
In contrast to the above Presidential Christmas messages, the recent Christmas messages of     
President Trump and members of his cabinet, have been roundly criticized by a number of Jewish 
organizations, commentators, and news agencies, for the reason that they contain messages       
proselytizing in nature, with few, if any, universal themes. The Jewish Forward newsletter, for    
example, quotes from President Trump’s message, “The First Lady and I send our warmest wishes 
to all Americans as we share in the joy of Christmas Day and celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ….”  
 
The Forward then notes that the President’s message goes on to recount the Nativity story in      
devotional language, calling Jesus “The Light of the World, the source of eternal salvation, and the 
living Son of God,” and praising “the graces of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection.” 
 
 

Continued on Page 4 



JANUARY 2026 (Tevet/Shevat 5786)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 4 

 

By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

 

The Forward then distinguishes President Trump’s message from those of other Presidents: “while 
other presidents have routinely issued Christian greetings, they have typically emphasized themes 
of charity, family, and goodwill in language meant to include Americans of many faiths. The White 
House message this year asserted a specifically Christian vision of faith and national identity.” 
 
Members of President Trump’s cabinet posted equally, if not more, exclusive, rather than inclusive, 
and proselytizing messages according to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth wrote, “Today we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.” Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio posted, “The joyful message of Christmas is the hope of Eternal Life through 
Christ;” while Homeland Security posted, “We are blessed to share a nation and a Savior,” along 
with the words “Remember the miracle of Christ’s birth. 
 
It is important to point out that “separation of religion and state” is a doctrine honored by those on 
the right as well as the left. Criticism of the above messages came also from the Cato Institute, a 
libertarian think tank, as well as the Goldwater Institute. 
 
A recent New York Times article notes that, and I quote, “in the last year, Mr. Trump has expanded 
the power and influence of conservative Christians across the government, advancing their political 
and ideological priorities with a promise to ‘bring back Christianity”.  
 
Our “founding fathers” intentionally omitted the words “God” and “Christians/Christianity” from 
the U.S. Constitution, even though most of them were practicing Christians of one denomination of 
another. By doing so, they wanted to send a clear message, as reflected in the “establishment” and 
“free exercise” clauses of the 1st Amendment, that while religion has a vitally important role to 
play in our society, government’s position with regard to religion is one of absolute neutrality, not 
favoring one religion over another. 
 
Mr. President, I have as a Jew experienced the sting of Antisemitism on a number of occasions in 
my life, but this is the first time that I have ever been made to feel like a second class citizen,      
because of my religion, by the President of the United States and by members of his cabinet.   
 
Peace! 
 
Rabbi Howard Mandell 
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As we get into the start of new year, I always say, we Jews are lucky, since we have two 
chances in a year, on Rosh Hashanah and January   to try and make good, and to try not to 
screw up. As I was searching for inspiration for Jan 2026, I was struck by this last week’s 
parshah “Va-Yiggash”.  I am enamored by the Torah but I am no scholar. I find it can be 
fascinating but does not always touch the heart. However, Va-Yiggash was different.       
Joseph, who had been thrown in a pit and then sold to a caravan traveling to Egypt by his 
brothers now was an important advisor to the Pharaoh in Egypt.  He had predicted 7 years 
of abundance and then 7 years of famine in Egypt. This prediction helped the Egyptians 
know to save food during their abundant years to decrease the hardship and save lives     
during the famine. Precisely in these difficult times did Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt 
looking for food since they too suffered famine. Unbeknownst to them, they are meeting 
with Joseph who they thought could likely have been dead. They did not know he was a 
leader in Egypt. Joseph decides he will reveal himself to his brothers.  This is the most 
beautiful moment. Joseph sobs as he tells his brothers he is Joseph, their younger brother 
and he says to them, “Do not feel distressed or reproach yourselves because you sold me 
since God has sent me to save lives”. Joseph was not vindictive or looking for retribution.  
He made peace with his brothers and as if it was B’Shert that he was sold so he could help 
mitigate the famine and help other 
 
In a time when vindictiveness seems to rule the world, Joseph’s ability to put aside anger 
and find love for his brothers is inspiring. He was able to see how sometimes difficult times 
may open opportunities he would not have had and be appreciative that he could do good.  
As we often say, life is too short, and to hold anger and grudges against others diminishes 
life’s worth however reconciliation with others enriches our lives immensely. 
 
CBI is a kind and loving community.  We see each other’s foibles and strengths.  We are 
supportive and respectful. We can lean on one another in difficult times. It seems like we 
have a lot of Josephs in our midst which is wonderful. For 2026, may that spirit of          
reconciliation become stronger and stronger for each of us and our world around us.  
 
Happy New Year 
 

Caren 
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The Rabbi had a wonderful visit with his son, daughter-in-
law, and grandchildren in December. 
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We rang in Chanukah along with the Havurah on Sunday, December 14th with 
a Lotta Latkes. There were many different types of latkes available to taste 
and everyone had a fantastic afternoon. 
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KIDDUSH SPONSORS NEEDED 
 

We have a few dates still available for the re-
mainder of the year. Do you have a Yahrzeit 
coming up? Special Birthday? How about just 
because? 
 

We can do the shopping and setup for a small 
fee of $75.  
 

The following dates are available: 
 
 January 17 
 January 24 
 February 7 
 February 28 

 

Please contact Janet at  

office @bethisraelmv.org or at 978.474.0540. 

CBI Cares 
 

 

CBI Cares is here for you.  

 

Please notify Barbara 

Moverman at  
Barbara.moverman@gmail.com 

or Janet at   

office@bethisraelmv.org 

if you know of someone 

could use a meal or support 

of any kind.  

 

We are here for you.  
   

UPCOMING EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS! 
 

 January 1   New Year’s Day — Office Closed 

     Minyan @ 7:00pm on Zoom 

 January 9   Shabbat Chai 

 January 15  Minyan @ 7:00pm on Zoom followed  
     by a Congregation Zoom Meeting at  
     7:30pm 

 January 19  MLK Day — Office Closed 

 January 31  Tu B’Shevat Seder 

 February 17  President’s Day — Office Closed 

 February 28  Israeli Wine Tasting 

 March 2   Erev Purim 

 March 3   Purim 

 March 13   Shabbat Chai 

 

mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org
mailto:barbara.moverman@gmail.com
mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org
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The February 2026 

Bulletin deadline is 

Thursday, January 23, 2026 

Send your articles to 
Newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org with 

“February Newsletter"  

 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES JANUARY 2026 

 
JANUARY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

  חדש תדלוה םוי
 

 

 
Tina Spector  January 4 

Jeremy Finkle January 11 

Mark Kaplan January 21 

Hilary Guida January 25 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

The CBI Board of Directors will meet on Monday,       

January 12 at 7:15pm on Zoom for their regularly      

scheduled monthly meeting.   

All Board Meetings are open to the membership.  If you 

would like to attend, please RSVP no later than           

January 9 to Janet at 978.474.0540 or  

office@BethIsraelMV.org and the Zoom link will be 

provided, along with an agenda. 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

Consider making a donation to the 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund which 

gives  Rabbi   Mandell the ability to 

purchase or fund items that benefit 

the synagogue, our members, and our 

neighbors in need.  Kindly send your   

donation to Janet in the CBI office, 

check made out to CBI, including 

the notation “RDF”, and it will be 

credited accordingly. 

 Thank you for your generosity! 

Best wishes for many more 

healthy and happy 

celebrations! 

  

mailto:Newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:amy@BethIsraelMV.org
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Join us for Kiddush Luncheon following  
Shabbat Morning Services! 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR  NOVEMBER 
 

KIDDUSH / ONEG / SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS 
 
 
 

 
 

Sponsor      Date   Occasion 

 
Elaine Winic    December 6  In memory of her beloved parents, 
       Sam & Edna Winic, her beloved  
       grandmother , Ida Winic, and her beloved 
       aunt, Sylvia Abramson 
 
Melodie & Howard Teich  December 6  In memory of Melodie’s beloved father,
       Howard M. Siegel 
 
Merle Roesler    December 13 In memory of her beloved father,  
       Jack Schlesinger 
 
Janet Damelin    December 20 In memory of her beloved father,  
       Robert “Robbie” Damelin 
 
Burt Ochs    December 27 In memory of his beloved father, 
       Malcolm Ochs 

   
Donations to the Kiddush Fund are always gratefully accepted. 

 

 
Upcoming dates are available to honor / remember loved ones 

and / or special events / holidays. 

 
Contact Janet for more information on Kiddush sponsorships. 
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TEMPLE FUND 
 

FROM    TO   OCCASION 
 

Selma Flieder Ethel Somers  Mazel Tov on your 102nd Birthday! 

Melvin S. Cutler Charitable Foundation Jerry Golner 

Cindy & Burt Ochs Robin & Mike Rose Mazel Tov on David & Lizzie’s wedding. 

Bayle & Jeff Tye Jill Schoenberg  Wishing you a speedy recovery. 

Caren Jacobson & Blair Roberts  Bob Moverman Thank you for your perseverance in brining Yon
   Battat to CBI to give us an inspirational concert. 

Caren Jacobson & Blair Roberts  Ellen Brody  Thank you for your work in helping to bring 
   Yoni Battat to CBI for his inspirational concert. 

Caren Jacobson & Blair Roberts  Yoni Battat  Thank you kingly for your beautiful inspirational 
   concert. 

Ellen Macklin  Nomi Burstein and Family In loving memory of your beloved mother,  
   mother-in-law, and grandmother. 

Caren Jacobson & Blair Roberts  Ellen Brody, Barbara Moverman  Thank you for organizing a spirited, communal  
and Hillary Canner Latkas event to kick of Chanukah! Enjoyed by so 
   many! 

Jill Schoenberg  Judy Mizner  Condolences on the loss of your beloved uncle. 

Rabbi Howard Mandell  Jeff Tye   Thank you for teaching the CPR/AED classes 

Rabbi Howard Mandell  Bashert   Thank you for your beautiful music. 

Rabbi Howard Mandell  Janet Damelin  Thank you for all you do. 

Rabbi Howard Mandell  Board of Directors Thank you for all your hard work. 

Rabbi Howard Mandell  Elaine Winic  Thank you for all you do. 

 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

FROM     TO   OCCASION 
 

Tina & Howie Spector 
 
Alan & Debbie Friedman 
 
Jim Shainker 

 

LEGACY FUND 
 

FROM 

 

 Ellen & Jon Brody 

 

 

We appreciate and accept all donations for various funds for recognition purposes, however all donations are used for general operating expenses except those to 
the Rabbi Discretionary Fund and the Leonard C. Mandell Legacy Fund / May Their Memory Always be for a Blessing . 

 



JANUARY 2026 (Tevet/Shevat 5786)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 18 

 

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

FROM    IN MEMORY OF 

 

Louis & Joan Martins  Jennie Eva Hoffman, Grandmother 

Louis & Joan Martins  Lee K. Greenberg, Aunt 

Jill Kaplan Brown  David Kaplan, Brother 

Mark & Ruth White  A. Melvin Glazer, Father 

Julie Siegal  Marilyn Block, Mother 

Myrna S. Weisman  Betty Kleinbart, Mother 

Myrna S. Weisman  Rose Weisman, Mother-in-law 

Alan & Debby Friedman  Miriam Friedman, Mother 

Alan & Debby Friedman  Nathan Friedman, Father 

Jerry Golner  Burton Golner, Brother 

Stephen Cohen & Esther Barmak  Harriet Cohen, Mother 

Natalie Greenblatt  Gertrude Greenblatt, Mother-in-law 

Janet Damelin  Robbie Damelin, Father 

Ruth Curran  Minnie Levine, Mother 

Sheryd Jackson  Jenny Zeichner, Great-Grandmother 

Gary Mauser  Al Feinberg, Father-in-law 

Ellen Brody  Sophie Lurie, Grandmother 

Ellen Brody  Abrham Fox, Grandfather 

Rabbi Howard Mandell  Frances Friedman Mandell, Mother 

Lawrence & Zoila Feldman  Harry Cohen, Grandfather 

Barbara McManus  Benjamin Greenstein, Grandfather 

Paul & Barbara Garnick  Kaden Garnick, Grandson 

Sheila Byers  Polly Byers, Mother-in-law, grandmother 

Beth & Peter Edelstein  Helen Jacobson, Mother 

Jeffrey Weinberg  Gladys Weinberg, Mother, grandmother 

Rabbi Howard Mandell  Leonard C. Mandell, Father 

 

 

  

 

We appreciate and accept all donations for various funds for recognition purposes, however all donations are used for general operating expenses except those to 
the Rabbi Discretionary Fund and the Leonard C. Mandell Legacy Fund / May Their Memory Always be for a Blessing . 
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The following names will be read, and people remembered at Yahrzeit, on Shabbat Morning 

JANUARY 3-9 

14-20 TEVET 

 
Esta Alexander 
Simon Borenstein 
Nathan Brodsky 
Minnie Tuton Cohen 
Bessie Corr 
Edward Fine 
Bess Finkle 
Abraham Jacob Fox 
Israel Gedansky 
Irving Greenberg 
E. Mary Gruber 
Robert Himelfarb 
Sally Hurwitz 
Millie Kaplan 
Pauline Kaplan 
Sarah Knopf 
Sarah Leventhal 
Dr. Herman S. Levine 
Morris Levine 
Frances Friedman 
    Mandell 
Norman Rosen 
Abraham Rosengard 
Norman Rubin 
Ruth Saffrin 
Louis Sanft 
Helen Schwartz 
Mitchell Schwartz 
Jacob Scolnick 
Maurice Seeche 
Mary Silverman 
Frank H. Sobil 
Frank Warshawsky 
Harry Winic 
Mary Wolfe 
Christine A.  Yaffa 
Harry Zubick  

JANUARY 10-16 

21-27 TEVET 

 
Benjamin Bennoun 
Hannah Bennoun 
Henry Blume 
Bessie Brams 
Louis J. Brams 
Rose Cooperstein 
Simon Dubinsky 
Jenny Faigel 
Alfred Feinberg 
William M. Franks 
David Martin Gass 
Hyman Gass 
Nathan Gofman 
Irving Goldstein 
Lillian Goldwasser 
Bernice Insuik 
Gilbert Kaplan 
Pauline Kaplan 
Klara Koffman 
Frieda Korobkin 
Rose Kritzman 
Judith Kroll 
Eli Landy 
Isadore Leventhal 
Frances Levin 
Wallace H. Levy 
Sophie Laura Lurie 
Lester Macklin 
Ruben Needle 
Robert Arthur Novick 
Charles Richards 
Esther Rostler 
Julius Rubin 
Mildred Schulman 
Nellie Shek 
Ruth Greenstein Spill 
Irving H. Ward 
Saul White 
Melvin Wolk 
Jeffrey Yafa 
Bernard Albert Zarkin 
Rose Ziskind  

JANUARY 17-23 

28 TEVET—5 SHEVAT 

 
Joseph M. Albertson 
Irving Altshuler 
Harry Bass 
Barry Berke 
Nancy Berman 
Steven D. Bernstein 
Martha Brodsky 
Irving Bronsky 
Wanda Cook 
Israel Cussell 
David Fiegleman 
Rebecca Finkelstein 
Jacob Gerson 
Sheldon E. Goodman 
Jack A. Greenberg 
Ray S. Greenberg 
Sandra Bernice  
    Hershfield 
Milton Issenberg 
Elaine R. Kaplan 
Ancel Land 
Sarah Landy 
Fannie Lebowitz 
Baile Orenstein 
Robert Pann 
Mary Piltch 
Sarah Posternak 
Tillie Robinson 
Bertha Rostler 
Irving Saginor 
Yetta Schwartz 
Fannie B. Shapiro 
Lea Shiffman 
Abraham Isaac Stern 
Morris Stowsky 
Shirlye Sherrard Wald 
Jason I. Weisman 
Phyllis Yaffa 

JANUARY 24-30 

6-12 SHEVAT 
 

Abraham Barmak 
Samuel Berman 
Jennie Brand 
Dr. David Brooks 
John Carande 
Sarah Cohen 
Simon Delinsky 
George Feldman 
Fred S. Gerber 
Sarah Glasky 
Herman Gofman 
David Goldberg 
Sydney Greenberg 
Lillian Hamburger 
Fannie Hershfield 
Annie Kalinsky 
Gertrude Kaplan 
Lillian Lebowitz 
Harvey Mitchell 
Chaina Ostropolsky 
Max Poppel 
M. Harry Rosenblatt 
Ann Sadagursky 
Sarah Schneiderman 
Rubin Sherman 
Nancy Ellen Siegel 
Harold Silver 
Deborah Slosberg 
Moses Snyder 
Max J. Solomon 
Millie Stein 
Harry Steinberg 
Edward Venner 
Gladys Weinberg 
Leonard Williamson 

JANUARY 31-
FEBRUARY 6 

13-19 SHEVAT 

Sheila Bain 
Gertrude Berenson 
Sarah Bick 
Max D. Bier 
Louis Brams 
Polly Byers 
Virginia Wernick  
    Ciapciak 
Annie Cussell 
Alex Dendy 
Kaden Garnick 
Sarah Gilboard 
Saidee Goldberg 
Morris Norman Gould 
Hannah Heifetz 
Harry Herscot 
Zussie Hershfield 
Morris Jacobson 
Arthur Kallman 
Louis King 
Fannie Klaiman 
Leonard Kosoff 
Abe Leventhal 
Theodore P. Levine 
Leonard C. Mandell 
Abraham Neyman 
Harry Piltch 
Albert M. Rick 
Anna Gardner Ritter 
Gittel Rosenberg 
Lillian I. Rosenthal 
Eleanor Rubin 
Louis Shuman 
Maurice L. Silverman 
John Silverwatch 
Doris Ungerleider 
David Michael  
     Wolfson 
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Cowan Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 

 
359 Main Street 

Haverhill, MA 01830 
 

 Phone: (978) 372-1451 
Fax: (978) 521-4669 

E-mail: stef@cowaninsurance.com 
 

 Specializing in Business & Personal  
Insurance 

 

 

Advertisers 

Family owned and operated for 
5 generations in the Merrimack Valley 

                      

 
 

978.372.9311 
 

 106 Summer St., Haverhill 
210 So. Main St., Bradford 

www.farmerfuneralhomes.com 

 

GOLDMAN 
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL 

 

174 Ferry Street 
Malden, MA 02148 

 
HARVEY GOLDMAN 

JAY GOLDMAN 
 

Boston Area: 781-324-1122  
Toll Free: 800-982-3717 

Fax: 781-324-7553 
Email: goldmanfc@comcast.net 

Complete Cleaning 
Company 

 
Carpets  

&  
Upholstery 

 
Rich Bouchard 
978-975-1074 

mailto:stef@cowaninsurance.com
http://www.farmerfuneralhomes.com
mailto:goldmanfc@comcast.net
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Tel: (978) 535-6449  
Fax: (978) 535-6816 

 

474 Lowell Street 
 Peabody, MA 01960 

 

todd@levineskoshermkt.com 
 

http://www.levineskoshermkt.com 

  

 

 

Beth El Cemetery 

Chelmsford 

Serving Congregation Beth Israel and 
The Merrimack Valley Jewish Community 

 
 

Impeccably Maintained 
Mixed Religion Burial Area 

Quiet and Serene Setting 
 

For a guided tour of the cemetery and to discuss  
availability and costs of burial plots, go to 

bethelcemeteryma.org/contacts 
 

Jim Shainker, President 
Howie Flagler, Vice President 

 
 

 

mailto:todd@levineskoshermkt.com
http://www.levineskoshermkt.com
mailto:bethelcemeteryma.org/contacts
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JNF TREE CERTIFICATES ARE 
AVAILABLE AT CBI 

 
For a contribution of $18 (same price as 
online at the JNF website), you can 
request a personalized JNF Trees for 
Israel certificate be sent to the recipient 
of your choice, for any occasion! 
 
What a meaningful way to honor, 
memorialize and celebrate friends and 
loved ones at birthdays, anniversaries, 
accomplishments, b’nei mitzvah, 
weddings, births, healing, get well 
wishes, and more! 
 
Please call or email Amy in the office for 
more information and to order your 
certificates today! 
 
To learn more 
about the work of  
Jewish National 
Fund, visit their 
website, 
www.jnf.org.  

mailto:office@BethIsraelMV.org
http://www.jnf.org
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C O M M U N I T Y     N O T I C E S 
 
 

 TODAH RABAH, THANK YOU -תודה רבּה מזל טוב
 

Ellen Brody & Bob Moverman for their hard work in bringing 
the Yoni Battat concert to CBI! 

 
Ellen Brody, Barbara Moverman, & Hillary Canner for organizing  

the communal Latke event! 
 

Jon Brody for changing the light bulbs! 
 

 TANCHUMIM, CONDOLENCES - תנחומים
 

Judy Mizner on the loss of  her uncle 
 

MI SHEBEIRACH 

Burt Ochs 

 MAZEL TOV, CONGRATULATIONS - וזל טדב
 

Ethel Somers on her 102nd birthday! 

THURSDAY NIGHT MINYAN 
 

Regularly scheduled on the 1st & 3rd  
Thursdays of each month 

 
 

Thursday, January 1 & 15 @ 7:00pm 
 
 

You are invited to join us whenever you can to support the congregants and friends who 
are in mourning or observing a yahrzeit of a loved one. 
 
Please let Janet know if you plan on attending by the Wednesday before by clicking 
here:  
office@bethisraelmv.org and we will email you the Zoom link. 

mailto:Office@bethisraelmv.org
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Rabbi 
Howard Mandell 

 
Rabbi Mandell is 

available by calling 
the Synagogue 

or via email, 
RabbiMandell@ 

BethIsraelMV.org 
 
 

Synagogue 
Office Hours 

 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday - Friday 

 
It’s always a good idea to 
call/email prior to making 
a trip to the Synagogue 
to be sure someone is 
available to greet you. 

 
Phone: 978.474.0540 

 
 

office@BethIsraelMV.org 

Board of Directors 

CBI Email Addresses 
 

STAFF / LEADERSHIP / COMMITTEES 
 

Rabbi Howard Mandell = RabbiMandell@BethIsraelMV.org 
Administrator, Janet Damelin = office@BethIsraelMV.org 
President, Jeff Tye = JTMedic1@comcast.net 
Vice President, Programming, Caren Jacobson = carenblair@aol.com 
Vice President, Finance/Treasurer, Jonathan Brody = jonbrody@comcast.net 
Clerk, Sarah Blumenstock = sarahbg@verizon.net 
Back To Shul Task Force, Caren Jacobson = carenblair@aol.com 
CBI Cares, Barbara Moverman = CBICares@BethIsraelMV.org 
Newsletter, Janet Damelin = newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org 
Social Action / Chesed, Susannah Abbott & Amy Friedman Lee = SocialAction@BethIsraelMV.org 
Webmaster, Rick Pike = webmaster@BethIsraelMV.org 
Website, Robin Rose = rmrose6016@verizon.net 

President Jeffrey Tye 

Vice President,  
Programming 

Caren Jacobson 

Vice President,  
Finance 

Jonathan Brody 

Clerk Sarah Blumenstock 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

DIRECTORS 

Hilary Guida Philip Onigman 

Judith Mizner Bill Shek 

Bob Moverman Elaine Winic 

Rick Pike  

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Robin Rose Tanya Gould 

Howard Flagler Howard Spector 

Jim Shainker  

mailto:Rabbi@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:office@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:RabbiMandell@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:amy@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:JTMedic1@comcast.net
mailto:carenblair@aol.com
mailto:JonBrody@comcast.net
mailto:CBICares@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:SocialAction@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:webmaster@BethIsraelMV.org
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      JANUARY 2026 
TEVET/SHEVAT 5786  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1            12 Tevet 
 
MINYAN @ 
7:00pm 
 
NEW YEAR’S 
DAY! 

2            13 Tevet 
 
 
4:04pm Candle 
Lighting 

3                14 Tevet   

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

 

Havdalah @ 
5:11pm 
 

4            15 Tevet 
 
 
 

5              16 Tevet 
 
 
 
 

6            17 Tevet 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

7                18 Tevet 
 
 
 

8            19 Tevet 
 
 
 

9           20 Tevet 
 
4:11pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
SHABBAT CHAI 

10              21 Tevet 
  

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 
 

 
Havdalah @ 
5:17pm 

11           22 Tevet 
 
 
 
 

12            23 Tevet 
 
 
 BOARD 
MEETING @ 7:15 
 
 

13          24 Tevet 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

14              25 Tevet 
  
 

15          26 Tevet 
 
  
 
MINYAN 
 
CONGREGATION 
ZOOM MEETING 
AT 7:30PM 

 
 

16         27 Tevet 
 
 
4:19pm Candle 
Lighting 

17              17 Tevet 
  

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

MEVORCHIM 
CHODESH 
SHEVAT 

 

Havdalah 5:25pm 

18           29 Tevet 

  
 

19           1 Shevat 
 
ROSH CHODESH 
SHEVAT 
 
MLK DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

20         2 Shevat 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

21             3 Shevat 
  
 

22         4 Shevat 
 
 

23          5 Shevat 
  
 
4:28pm Candle 
Lighting 

24              6 Shevat 
  
 
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

 

Havdalah 5:33pm 

25          7 Shevat   

 

26           8 Shevat 
  
International 
Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Day 
 
Lappin 
Foundation 
Program on 
Zoom 

27         9 Shevat 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

28            10 Shevat 29        11 Shevat 
 
 

30        12 Shevat 
  
 
4:37pm Candle 
Lighting 

31            13 Shevat 
  
 
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

TU B’SHEVAT 
SEDER 

 

Shabbat Shirah 

 

Havdalah 5:41pm 
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      FEBRUARY 2026 
SHEVAT/TEVET 5786  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1          14 Shevat 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
 

2           15 Shevat 
 
 
 
 

3         16 Shevat 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 

4             1 7 Shevat 
 
 
 

5          18 Shevat 
 
MINYAN @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

6          19 Shevat 
 
 
4:46pm Candle 
Lighting 

7              20 Shevat   

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

 

Havdalah @ 
5:50pm 
 

8          21 Shevat 
 
 
 

9           22 Shevat 
 
 
BOARD MEETING 
@ 7:15 
 

10       23 Shevat 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

11            24 Shevat 
 
 
 

12        25 Shevat 
 
 
 

13        26 Shevat 
 
4:56pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
 

14            27 Shevat  

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

SHABBAT 
SHEKALIM 
 

MEVORCHIM 
CHODESH ADAR 

 

Havdalah @ 
5:17pm 
 
 

 

15        28 Shevat 
 
 
 
 

16      29 Shevat 
 
PRESIDENT’S 
DAY— OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 
 

17       30 Shevat 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 

18                 1 Adar 
  
 

19             2 Adar 
 
  
 
MINYAN 
 
 

20             3 Adar 
 
 
5:05pm Candle 
Lighting 

21                 4 Adar 
  

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

 

Havdalah 6:07pm 

 

 

22              5 Adar 

  
 

23               6 Adar 
 
 

24             7 Adar 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

25                 8 Adar 
  
 

26             9 Adar 
 
 

27           10 Adar 
  
 
5:13pm Candle 
Lighting 

28                11 Adar 
  
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

Shabbat Zachor 

 

ISRAELI WINE 
TASTING 
 

Havdalah 5:33pm 

 


