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Congregation Beth Israel 
 

Where the old is made new, 
and the new, holy. Moving? Email change?  Please inform us of your new address. 

 

6 Dundee Park 
Suite 301 
Andover, MA  01810 
 

PH:  978.474.0540 
 
office@BethIsraelMV.org 
www.BethIsraelMV.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

February 2026 

Shevat/Adar 5786 

Congregation Beth Israel 
 

A spiritual oasis for the Jewish community! 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

As a child, I was given a book of aphorisms for a birthday present. Reading the book, I noticed that for al-
most every aphorism, there seemed to be a competing or contradictory one. For example, while “[H]aste 
makes waste,” “[H]e who hesitates is lost;” and that while “[M]any hands make light work,” “[T]oo many 
cooks spoil the broth.” I was, to say the least, more than a little confused. 
 

What I have come to appreciate as an adult is that aphorisms are nuanced, and which aphorism we should 
follow typically depends on the particular fact situation. Even with this appreciation, however, I am not 
always sure which aphorism to follow, especially when the choice is whether to speak or to remain silent. 
 

I have come to appreciate, for example, that aphorisms like “[S]ilence is golden,” and “[S]peech is like   
silver, but silence is like gold,” are typically safer courses of action than speaking, which aphorisms are 
borne out by a reading of the “Al Haight” prayer that we recite on Yom Kippur—a majority of the sins 
listed in this prayer are sins of the tongue, such as shaming another person or spreading gossip. 

Yet there are times, when both life and our Tradition teach us, when remaining silent is not the appropriate 
response. If a friend or a loved one is having a bad day and snaps at us or says something rude or           
condescending, it may well be preferable to let the slight slide and not say anything. But what if this person 
is consistently rude and condescending? Then, we may well be doing both of us a disservice by not saying 
anything to the person, so long as we do so not in anger and in a respectful and constructive manner. 
 

What I want to talk about for the rest of my article this month is our responsibility as Jews to speak out  
individually and as a community in response to injustice. In his acceptance speech for the Nobel Peace 
Prize that he was awarded in 1968, Dr. Elie Wiesel explains, 

“And that is why I swore never to be silent, when and wherever human beings endure                          
suffering and humiliation. We must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. 
Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented. 
 

 

Whenever men or women are persecuted because of their race, religion, or political views, that must—
at that moment—become the center of the universe. 
 

What all these victims need above all is to know is that they are not alone; that we are not forgetting 
them, that when their voices are stilled we shall lend them ours, that while their freedom depends on 
ours, the quality of our freedom depends on theirs.” 

As the featured speaker at the Dedication Ceremony for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C. on April 22, 1993, Dr. Wiesel made clear that our obligation as Jews to speak out and to 
act decisively in the presence of injustice is not just limited to injustice toward our fellow Jews but to      
injustice directed toward any and all of God’s children [I spoke in my d’var Torah this past Shabbat about 
Dr. Wiesel’s remarks relating to the Holocaust, itself, and how the silence of the free world, and how its 
failure to speak out in opposition to Hitler, resulted in the deaths of millions of Jews and other                
non-Aryans]: 

“What have we learned? We have learned…that we are all responsible for each other, and that        
indifference is a sin…. And we have learned that when people suffer, we cannot remain indifferent. 

Continued on Page 3 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

And Mr. President [he was talking to President Clinton and the other many other elected officials 
present], I cannot not tell you something. I have been in the former Yugoslavia last fall. I cannot 
sleep since for what I have seen. As a Jew I am saying that we must do something to stop the          
bloodshed in that country! People fight each other and children die. Why? Something, anything must 
be done. 
 

This is a lesson. There are many other lessons to be learned. We shall learn together.” 
 

Jewish and Christian clergy, leaders, and lay people of all persuasions have heeded Dr. Wiesel’s teachings 
during the past month in response to what has been occurring in Minneapolis, MN. Janet has previously 
sent to each of you, at my request, the “Jewish Cross-Denominational Statement,” disseminated by leaders 
and representatives of the Reform, Conservative, and Reconstructionist Movements in our country,         
emphasizing that the injustices occurring in Minneapolis are violative, not only American constitutional 
ideals, but of Jewish values and ethics.  
 

This past week, the board of the Massachusetts Board of Rabbis issued a “Statement Against Attacks on 
Immigrant Communities and Mass Deportations”. While perhaps written in slightly stronger language than 
I would have used, I agree with the Statement overall, for it merely restates Jewish teachings—for            
example, “[O]ur tradition is unequivocal in its insistence that we have moral obligations to the stranger,” 
with the Torah instructing us that we “shall not oppress the stranger, for you know the soul of the stranger, 
having been strangers in the Land of Egypt.” This same Statement quotes, moreover, the teachings of        
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel to the effect that silence can lead to our becoming “an accessory before the 
God of mercy to the injustice committed,” and that “[T]he opposite of good is not evil, the opposite of 
good is indifference.” 
 

I close with the now famous words of a Lutheran Pastor, Martin Niemoller, who lived in Germany and wit-
nessed firsthand how the passivity of many Germans helped fuel the rise of Hitler and the Nazis: 

 
First, they came for the Communists,  
And I did not speak out, because I was not a Communist. 
 

Then they came for the Socialists, 
And I did not speak out, because I was not a Socialist. 
 

Then they came for the Trade Unionists,  
And I did not speak out, because I was not a trade unionist. 
 

Then they came for the Jews, 
And I did not speak out because I was not a Jew. 
 

Then they came for me, 
 And there was no one left to speak out for me. 
 

As a result of his opposition to Hitler, Pastor Niemoller was imprisoned in concentration camps for 7 years 
before being freed, when the Dachau concentration camp was liberated by the allied troops. 
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By Jeff Tye 
 
As I pondered the words of this month’s message, it occurred to me that 3 very significant events affecting 
the “Jewish” world happened this week (as I write this article).  The first was scheduled but the other two 
were not.  The week started off with the commemoration of the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day with observances held in many countries throughout the world. Ultimately, the message that should 
reverberate throughout the world is that something like the Holocaust / Shoah should never be allowed by 
the world community to happen again. Yet, the cauldron of hate and antisemitism is boiling over in     
communities throughout the world.  The better news though is that there are many people outside the    
Jewish Community that are willing to carry and use the “fire extinguishers” that say this behavior is not 
welcome and not allowed in “our community(ies)”. 
 
Next on the news list items is the bittersweet finding and return home of the final hostage from the        
October 7, 2023 Hamas invasion of Israel.  After long and intensive searches for the remains of Police Ser-
geant Ran Gvili, by many IDF units, Shin Bet, and other Israeli security forces, Hamas leaders claimed he 
wasn’t to be found.  That did not deter all those forces searching for him.  Many in the world though said 
this search has gone on long enough and came to believe that Hamas leaders were “telling the truth”. It 
wasn’t until the “right” Hamas operatives were captured and fully interrogated that the needed information 
finally came to light. This led Israeli forces to a “crude” graveyard in Gaza that had more than 250 bodies 
in it, some buried and others just lying on the ground, covered and uncovered. It wasn’t until they found 
the 251st body that word spread very quickly that the forensics teams think they may have found Sgt. Gvili.  
Further testing confirmed that they were indeed correct.  Troops that had never personally known Sgt. 
Gvili were overcome with emotion. Prayers were said and he was escorted home with full military honors.  
As with almost all of the murdered hostages that finally made their journey home, thousands attended the 
funeral. His burial in Israel allowed the Missing Hostages Forum to be formally closed, hopefully for 
good. Israel did not give up on this critical mission of solidarity despite much of the rest of the world    
saying it was ok to do so.  I am happy to finally be able to remove my yellow hostage pin.  
 
From the remarks of Rabbi Marc Baker of CJP on this matter, he states:  “After 843 days, the body of Ran 

Gvili, the final hostage held in Gaza since October 7, 2023, is finally home. His body was recovered from 

Gaza and returned to Israel for burial earlier today.  Ran, a 24-year-old police officer, was killed defending 

Kibbutz Alumim from Hamas terrorists. Despite being on medical leave, he refused to stay home while his 

brothers and sisters were under attack.Ran was among the first to join the battle; he is the last to come 

home. The painful chapter in the history of Israel and Jewish People worldwide that opened on October 7 

has now closed. 

As with each of the 251 returning hostages over the past 27 months, Ran’s homecoming brings an equal 

measure of pain and relief. Ran’s release also marks the first time in 12 years that no Israelis are being 

held in Gaza. 

Lior Krengel, CJP’s Israel Director, shared these thoughts about Ran’s return: 
 
“Ran was the last hostage still held in Hamas captivity, and today, as a society and as a people, we close a 

circle and fulfill the verse from the book of Prophet Jeremiah, ‘And the children shall return to their bor-

ders.’ We are all sending the Gvili family a big hug and remind them that they are not alone.” 

 

Continued on Page 6 
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Continued from Page 5 

May Ran's memory be a blessing, and may his family, and the people of Israel, find comfort among the mourners of Zion and 
Jerusalem. 
 
The third item that caught my attention this week was the car ramming of the Chabad World Headquarters in New York City. 
Initially, the driver of the car claimed he lost the brakes on the car.  Security video showed though that he actually rammed the 
entrance multiple times.  He is now in police custody and will undergo a mental health examination. Fortunately, no one was 
hurt like in Bondi Beach because of strong security measures in place.   
 

We may just be one branch on the “family tree” but we must continue to “think globally, and act locally”.  Confront             

antisemitism and other forms of hate wherever it rears its ugly head.  Become knowledgeable (or more knowledgeable) about 

Jewish practice and Jewish life. Commit to doing acts of “Gemilut Hassidim”(acts of loving kindness).  Help the world to see 

Jews and Judaism in a positive light by the way we conduct ourselves in private and in public.  Let the resources of CBI be the 

well from which to draw your inner strength. Together, let us become the “light unto the nations” as we continue to sing the 

words of Hatikvah (“The Hope”).   

B’Shalom. 

Legacy Endowment Contributions 
 

We just kicked off the Legacy Endowment Campaign in December, which included          
discussions with most of the Board and just a few members. We will continue until we have 
had the opportunity to meet with each member over the next several months. We expect the 
following two lists to grow each month as we meet with more members. 
 

The following people have made generous contributions to help kick off the Legacy          
Endowment Fund. We thank them for their support in establishing this fund and immediately 
impacting our ongoing operational deficit. 
 
Sarah Blumenstock and Kris Girrell   Judy Mizner   Elaine Winic 

Jon and Ellen Brody    Richard Soll   Jeff & Gayle Tye  
 

The following people have notified us that they have designated funds to CBI at a future 
date. We thank them for their support and commitment to help grow the Endowment in the 
future. 
 
Jon and Ellen Brody    Elaine Winic    

Peter and Beth Edelstein     Bob and Barbara Moverman  
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KIDDUSH SPONSORS NEEDED 
 

We have a few dates still available for the re-
mainder of the year. Do you have a Yahrzeit 
coming up? Special Birthday? How about just 
because? 
 

We can do the shopping and setup for a small 
fee of $75.  
 

The following dates are available: 
 
 February 7 
 March 14 
 March 21 
 March 28 

 

Please contact Janet at  

office @bethisraelmv.org or at 978.474.0540. 

CBI Cares 
 

 

CBI Cares is here for you.  

 

Please notify Barbara 

Moverman at  
Barbara.moverman@gmail.com 

or Janet at   

office@bethisraelmv.org 

if you know of someone 

could use a meal or support 

of any kind.  

 

We are here for you.  
   

UPCOMING EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS! 
 

 February   Warm Clothing Drive for Lazarus House 

 February 1  Book Review “I am a Jew” 

 February 17  President’s Day — Office Closed 

 February 28  Israeli Wine Tasting 

 March 2   Purim Dinner & Service @ 6:30pm 

 March 3   Purim 

 March 13   Shabbat Chai 

 April 1   Passover—1st Seder 

 April 2 & 3  Office Closed 

 April 8 & 9  Office Closed 

 April 20   Patriot’s Day—Office Closed 

 May 5    Blood Drive 

 

 

mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org
mailto:barbara.moverman@gmail.com
mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org
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The March 2026 

Bulletin deadline is 

Friday, February 20, 2026 

Send your articles to 
Newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org with 

“MarchNewsletter"  

 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES FEBRUARY 2026 

 
FEBRUARY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

  חדש תדלוה םוי
 

 

 

Howard Spector February 1 

Heather Dudley February 1 

brody Spector February 11 

Dena Brody  February 20 

Rabbi Mandell February 21 

Alan Friedman February 25 

Beth Edelstein February 27 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

The CBI Board of Directors will meet on Monday,       

February 9 at 7:15pm on Zoom for their regularly      

scheduled monthly meeting.   

All Board Meetings are open to the membership.  If you 

would like to attend, please RSVP no later than           

February 6 to Janet at 978.474.0540 or  

office@BethIsraelMV.org and the Zoom link will be 

provided, along with an agenda. 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

Consider making a donation to the 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund which 

gives  Rabbi   Mandell the ability to 

purchase or fund items that benefit 

the synagogue, our members, and our 

neighbors in need.  Kindly send your   

donation to Janet in the CBI office, 

check made out to CBI, including 

the notation “RDF”, and it will be 

credited accordingly. 

 Thank you for your generosity! 

Best wishes for many more 

healthy and happy 

celebrations! 

  

mailto:Newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:amy@BethIsraelMV.org
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Join us for Kiddush Luncheon following  
Shabbat Morning Services! 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR  JANUARY 
 

KIDDUSH / ONEG / SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS 
 

 
 

Sponsor      Date   Occasion 

 
Jill Schoenberg    January 3  In appreciation 
 
Rabbi Mandell    January 3  In memory of his beloved mother.
       Frances Friedman Mandell 
 
Ellen & Ann Macklin   January 10  In memory of their beloved husband 
       and father, Lester Macklin 
 
Ellen Brody    January 10  In memory of her beloved  
       grandparents, Abraham Jacob Fox 
       and Sophie Laura Lurie 
 
Gary Mauser    January 10  In memory of his beloved  
       father-in-law, Al Feinberg 
 
Chris Cook    January 17  In memory of his beloved mother, 
       Wanda Cook 
 
Rabbi Mandell    January 31  In memory of his beloved father, 
       Leonard C. Mandell 
 
 

Donations to the Kiddush Fund are always gratefully accepted. 
 

 
Upcoming dates are available to honor / remember loved ones 

and / or special events / holidays. 

 
Contact Janet for more information on Kiddush sponsorships. 
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TEMPLE FUND 
 

FROM    TO   OCCASION 
 

Elaine Winic    Robin & Mike Rose  Mazel Tov on Julie’s wedding 

Elaine Winic    Ethel Somers   Mazel Tov on your grandson’s, Nachum Brandt, 
         engagement to Racheli Wolf 

Elaine Winic    Lorraine Fetters   In appreciation of her wonderful holiday cookies. 

Rebecca Fishbein & Mitch Guttentag Robin & Mike Rose  Thank you for hosting the December 24th  
         Game Night 

Rebecca Fishbein & Mitch Guttentag Rich Soll   Mazel Tov on the birth of your grandson,  
         Philip Weid Wides  

Rebecca Fishbein & Mitch Guttentag Michelle & Larry Soll  Mazel Tov on the birth of your great-nephew,  
         Philip Weid Wides 

Rebecca Fishbein & Mitch Guttentag Beryl Trubowitz and Family May Neal’s memory forever be for a blessing. 

Rebecca Fishbein & Mitch Guttentag Bob Moverman & Ellen Brody Thank you for bringing Yoni Battat to CBI to 
         share his beautiful music. 

Rebecca Fishbein & Mitch Guttentag Ellen Brody, Barbara Moverman,  Thank you organizing Lotta Latkes 
     & Hilary Canner 

Barbara & Paul Garnick   

Ethel Somers    Family of Arthur Bernstein In memory of my dear friend of over 85 years, 
         Arthur Bernstein 

Yana Shapiro    The Gill Family   In memory of your beloved husband,  
         James Sheldon Gill 

Caren Jacobson & Blair Roberts Hilary Guida Thank you for providing a kiddush full of love 
 each and every Shabbat! 

Caren Jacobson & Blair Roberts Barbara Moverman Thank you for your many years of leadership in 
 CBI Cares in providing nourishment to our CBI 
 `community in times of need and now passing 
 along the baton. 

Caren Jacobson & Blair Roberts Rebecca Fishbein Thank you for picking up the baton to lead CBI 
 Cares in providing nourishment in times of need 
 to our CBI community. 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

 

FROM     TO   OCCASION 

 

Rebecca Fishbein & Mitch Guttentag  Rabbi Mandell  Thank you for teaching the Talmud class. 

Terry Fetters     Rabbi Mandell 

 

 

 

We appreciate and accept all donations for various funds for recognition purposes, however all 
donations are used for general operating expenses except those to the Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
and the Leonard C. Mandell Legacy Fund / May Their Memory Always be for a Blessing . 
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LEGACY FUND 
 

FROM 
 

Judy Mizner 

Richard Soll 

Jeff & Gayle Tye 

Sarah Blumenstock & Kris Girrell 

Elaine Winic 

YAHRZEITS  
 

FROM    IN MEMORY OF 

Karen Meyer  Harry Piltch, Grandfather 

Karen Meyer  Mary Piltch, Grandmother 

Kenneth Wernick  Virginia Ciapcik, Sister 

The Zarkin Family  Bernard Albert Zarkin, Father, Father-in-law, Grandfather 

Ida Marget  Arthur Kallman, Father 

Sheryd Jackson  Samuel Raifman, Grandfather 

Sheryd Jackson  Ruth B. Shapiro, Mother 

Natalie Greenblatt  Edward Greenblatt, Brother-in-law 

Jill Kaplan Brown  Paul Gallin, Father 

Yana Shapiro  Fannie Shapiro, Mother-in-law 

Yana Shapiro  Morris Shapiro, Father-in-law 

 

LAZARUS HOUSE DONATIONS 

FROM 

Cindy & Burt Ochs 

Ellen Macklin 

Elaine Winic 

Howie & Paula Flagler 

Rabbi Howard Mandell 

Gayle & Jeff Tye 

Ethel Somers 

Terry Fetters 

Alissa & Philip Onigman 

Hilary Guida 

Ellen & Jon Brody  
  
We appreciate and accept all donations for various funds for recognition purposes, however all donations are used for general operating expenses except those to 
the Rabbi Discretionary Fund and the Leonard C. Mandell Legacy Fund / May Their Memory Always be for a Blessing . 
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The following names will be read, and people remembered at Yahrzeit, on Shabbat Morning 

February 7-13 
20-26 Shevat 

Anne Adams 
Dr. William L. K. Austin 
Mitchell Baker 
Isaac Bernstein 
Samuel Bernstein 
Leonard Bick 
David Boruchin 
Aaron Braverman 
Lena Brodsky 
David Louis Bronstein 
David Brother 
Anne Cohen 
Barnet Cohen 
Rebecca Cohen 
Virginia Dorfman 
Steven Alan Fishbein 
Asi Fleet 
Harry Fox 
Chaim Fried 
Ida Garnick 
Abraham Gedansky 
Joseph Grossman 
Samuel Hoffman 
Samuel Hoffman 
Meyer Kaplan 
Nathan Klaiman 
H. Labinsky 
Clifford Lang 
Joseph Meister 
Barnett Rappaport 
Flora Roomberg 
Rebecca Rosenbloom 
Ruth B. Shapiro 
Bessie Silverman 
Kolman Sobil 
Leo Stern 
S. Leo Stern 
Sarah Traub 
Tzirrel White 
Esther Zeller 

February 14-20 
27 Shevat - 3 Adar 

 

Selma Abrahamson 
Solomon Baker 
Rose Bebchick 
Alexander Blumenstock 
Helene Myra Borke 
Gecheved Boruchin 
Aubrey Bronstein 
Mailach Bruski 
Sonia Burke 
Joseph Byers 
Bessie Cantor 
Katie Cogan 
Ida Frank Cohen 
Sylvia G. Edelstein 
Joseph Feldman 
Lillian Feldman 
Paul Arthur Finkelstein 
William Fleet 
Paul Gallin 
Rose Gedansky 
Bessie Gidansky 
Rebecca Gilboard 
Hymie Goldstein 
Edward J. Greenblatt 
Judith Halbstein 
Samuel J. Hamburger 
Morris Heifetz 
Mollie S. Hershfield 
Roger Hostetler 
Craig Kaplan 
Abraham Kaufman 
Abraham Kremer 
Bessie Lebowitz 
Sylvia Levine 
David S. Lipinsky 
Morris Marmer 
Edward Milstone 
Katie Orenstein 
Harry Palefsky 
Ida Palefsky 
Samuel Raifman 
Edward Richards 
Elaine Rick 
Harriet Roberts 
Calvin Robinson 
Sarah Rosenberg 
Samuel Rosenbloom 
Abraham Scolnick 
Evelyne Segal 
Helen Shapiro 
Donald Siegal 
Ronald Siegel 
Morris Nathan Silton 
Max Soffer 
Sidney Solomon 
Edward Wiseman 
William Wolfe 
Sarah Zeller 

February 21-27 
4 - 10 Adar 

 

Julie Aronson 
David Baker 
Jacob J. Bekesha 
David Bernstein 
Louis Bick 
Lena Chedekel 
Leo Cohen 
Meyer Cohen 
Samuel Edstine 
Jack Feldman 
Samuel Feuer 
Lucille Ash Fishbein 
Claire Fleet 
Bertha Levine Goldberg 
Rebecca Goldman 
Hymie Goldstein 
Elias Wolfson Gordon 
June Gordon 
Sima Gordon 
Sally Green 
Freyda Grossman 
Dr. Stephen Z. Grosz 
Ruth Halzel 
Henry Harris 
Ira Harris 
Molly Isenberg 
Peter Jacobson 
Rose Fleischman Jacobson 
Morris Klaiman 
Francis Rose Kniaz 
Annie Konikoff 
Nathan Kropp 
Ida Labinsky 
Philip Levine 
Meyer Lipchitz 
Anna Peacard 
Eugene Randall 
Annie Rich 
Lena Richstein 
Max Rindler 
Philip Roemer 
Russell Rose 
Rebecka Linder Rubin 
Max Schwartz 
Jennie Shay 
Vital Shay 
Israel Shinberg 
Dorothy Sidman 
Anna Solomon 
Albert Stein 
Gussie Stowsky 
Philip L. Straser 
Abraham Robert Tubin 
Isaac Tuton 
Joseph Weinstein 
Sarah Weinstein 
William Yafa 
Dorothy Zarkin 

February 28 - March 6 
11-17 Adar 

 

Samuel Abramson 
Ida Annis 
Arnold Bass 
Nathan Bell 
Henry Block 
Mary Zelin Bloom 
Rivarose Blumenstock 
Rev. Leo Bulman 
Max Coggan 
Lena Cohen 
Pauline Cohen 
Hans R. De LaFuente 
Bradley Donenfeld 
Sophie Eilberg 
Roland Epstein 
Zesse Feinman 
Joseph Franks 
Max Gardner 
Harry Gerson 
Israel Gerstein 
Dorry L. Glassman 
Herman M. Goldberg 
Louis Goodtree 
Leopold Gottlieb 
Gabriel Kahn 
Pearl Kline 
Abraham Koupchik 
Judith Krantweiss 
Fannie Kremgold 
Benjamin Kritzman 
Isaac Lapidus 
Nancy Lieberman 
Ida Malis 
Mae L. Mascott 
Richard Nellhaus 
Moshe Tzvi Orenstein 
Edward R. Paris 
Fannie Port 
Mildred Reinhertz 
Elizabeth Richards 
Richard B. Robinson 
Sadie Rosenblatt 
Annie Rosengard 
Joel Schrank 
Harry Schwartz 
Elaine Jacobson Shapiro 
Ruth Rose Silver 
Samuel Silverman 
Mary Silverwatch 
Sadie Solkoff 
Celia Steinberg 
Edith Marjorie Tenenbaum 
Leah Tucker 
Merrill A. "Mel" Tye 
Ephraim Vineglass 
William Wolfson 
Joseph Zidle 
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Cowan Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 

 
359 Main Street 

Haverhill, MA 01830 
 

 Phone: (978) 372-1451 
Fax: (978) 521-4669 

E-mail: stef@cowaninsurance.com 
 

 Specializing in Business & Personal  
Insurance 

 

 

Advertisers 

Family owned and operated for 
5 generations in the Merrimack Valley 

                      

 
 

978.372.9311 
 

 106 Summer St., Haverhill 
210 So. Main St., Bradford 

www.farmerfuneralhomes.com 

 

GOLDMAN 
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL 

 

174 Ferry Street 
Malden, MA 02148 

 
HARVEY GOLDMAN 

JAY GOLDMAN 
 

Boston Area: 781-324-1122  
Toll Free: 800-982-3717 

Fax: 781-324-7553 
Email: goldmanfc@comcast.net 

Complete Cleaning 
Company 

 
Carpets  

&  
Upholstery 

 
Rich Bouchard 
978-975-1074 

mailto:stef@cowaninsurance.com
http://www.farmerfuneralhomes.com
mailto:goldmanfc@comcast.net


JANUARY 2026 (Tevet/Shevat 5786)       Congregation Beth Israel Page 22 

 

 

 

Tel: (978) 535-6449  
Fax: (978) 535-6816 

 

474 Lowell Street 
 Peabody, MA 01960 

 

todd@levineskoshermkt.com 
 

http://www.levineskoshermkt.com 

  

 

 

Beth El Cemetery 

Chelmsford 

Serving Congregation Beth Israel and 
The Merrimack Valley Jewish Community 

 
 

Impeccably Maintained 
Mixed Religion Burial Area 

Quiet and Serene Setting 
 

For a guided tour of the cemetery and to discuss  
availability and costs of burial plots, go to 

bethelcemeteryma.org/contacts 
 

Jim Shainker, President 
Howie Flagler, Vice President 

 
 

 

mailto:todd@levineskoshermkt.com
http://www.levineskoshermkt.com
mailto:bethelcemeteryma.org/contacts
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JNF TREE CERTIFICATES ARE 
AVAILABLE AT CBI 

 
For a contribution of $18 (same price as 
online at the JNF website), you can 
request a personalized JNF Trees for 
Israel certificate be sent to the recipient 
of your choice, for any occasion! 
 
What a meaningful way to honor, 
memorialize and celebrate friends and 
loved ones at birthdays, anniversaries, 
accomplishments, b’nei mitzvah, 
weddings, births, healing, get well 
wishes, and more! 
 
Please call or email Amy in the office for 
more information and to order your 
certificates today! 
 
To learn more 
about the work of  
Jewish National 
Fund, visit their 
website, 
www.jnf.org.  

mailto:office@BethIsraelMV.org
http://www.jnf.org
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C O M M U N I T Y     N O T I C E S 
 
 

 TODAH RABAH, THANK YOU -תודה רבּה מזל טוב
 

Lorraine Fetters for her delicious holiday cookies! 

Hilary Guida for her hard work in making our weekly Kiddush fabulous! 

Bashert for another wonderful Shabbat Chai! 

Rabbi Mandell for another wonderful Talmud class. 

Susannah Abbott, Ellen Brody, and all the “sandwich makers”  
for providing bag lunches for Lazarus House. 

 
 

MI SHEBEIRACH 

Peter Edelstein 

Mike Roesler  

 

 MAZEL TOV, CONGRATULATIONS - וזל טדב
 

Ethel Somers on her grandson’s engagement! 

Rich Soll on the birth of his grandson, Philip Reid Wides 

Michelle & Larry Soll on the birth of their great-nephew, Philip Reid Wides 

THURSDAY NIGHT MINYAN 
 

Regularly scheduled on the 1st & 3rd  
Thursdays of each month 

 
 

Thursday, February 5 & 19 @ 7:00pm 
 
 

You are invited to join us whenever you can to support the congregants and friends who 
are in mourning or observing a yahrzeit of a loved one. 
 
Please let Janet know if you plan on attending by the Wednesday before by clicking 
here:  
office@bethisraelmv.org and we will email you the Zoom link. 

mailto:Office@bethisraelmv.org
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Rabbi 
Howard Mandell 

 
Rabbi Mandell is 

available by calling 
the Synagogue 

or via email, 
RabbiMandell@ 

BethIsraelMV.org 
 
 

Synagogue 
Office Hours 

 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday - Friday 

 
It’s always a good idea to 
call/email prior to making 
a trip to the Synagogue 
to be sure someone is 
available to greet you. 

 
Phone: 978.474.0540 

 
 

office@BethIsraelMV.org 

Board of Directors 

CBI Email Addresses 
 

STAFF / LEADERSHIP / COMMITTEES 
 

Rabbi Howard Mandell = RabbiMandell@BethIsraelMV.org 
Administrator, Janet Damelin = office@BethIsraelMV.org 
President, Jeff Tye = JTMedic1@comcast.net 
Vice President, Programming, Caren Jacobson = carenblair@aol.com 
Vice President, Finance/Treasurer, Jonathan Brody = jonbrody@comcast.net 
Clerk, Sarah Blumenstock = sarahbg@verizon.net 
Back To Shul Task Force, Caren Jacobson = carenblair@aol.com 
CBI Cares, Barbara Moverman = CBICares@BethIsraelMV.org 
Newsletter, Janet Damelin = newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org 
Social Action / Chesed, Susannah Abbott & Amy Friedman Lee = SocialAction@BethIsraelMV.org 
Webmaster, Rick Pike = webmaster@BethIsraelMV.org 
Website, Robin Rose = rmrose6016@verizon.net 

President Jeffrey Tye 

Vice President,  
Programming 

Caren Jacobson 

Vice President,  
Finance 

Jonathan Brody 

Clerk Sarah Blumenstock 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

DIRECTORS 

Hilary Guida Philip Onigman 

Judith Mizner Bill Shek 

Bob Moverman Elaine Winic 

Rick Pike  

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Robin Rose Tanya Gould 

Howard Flagler Howard Spector 

Jim Shainker  

mailto:Rabbi@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:office@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:RabbiMandell@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:amy@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:JTMedic1@comcast.net
mailto:carenblair@aol.com
mailto:JonBrody@comcast.net
mailto:CBICares@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:SocialAction@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:webmaster@BethIsraelMV.org
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      FEBRUARY 2026 
SHEVAT/TEVET 5786  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1          14 Shevat 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
 

2           15 Shevat 
 
 
 
 

3         16 Shevat 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 

4             1 7 Shevat 
 
 
 

5          18 Shevat 
 
MINYAN @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

6          19 Shevat 
 
 
4:46pm Candle 
Lighting 

7              20 Shevat   

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

 

Havdalah @ 
5:50pm 
 

8          21 Shevat 
 
 
 

9           22 Shevat 
 
 
BOARD MEETING 
@ 7:15 
 

10       23 Shevat 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

11            24 Shevat 
 
 
 

12        25 Shevat 
 
 
 

13        26 Shevat 
 
4:56pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
 

14            27 Shevat  

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

SHABBAT 
SHEKALIM 
 

MEVORCHIM 
CHODESH ADAR 

 

Havdalah @ 
5:17pm 
 
 

 

15        28 Shevat 
 
 
 
 

16      29 Shevat 
 
PRESIDENT’S 
DAY— OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 
 

17       30 Shevat 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 

18                 1 Adar 
  
 

19             2 Adar 
 
  
 
MINYAN 
 
 

20             3 Adar 
 
 
5:05pm Candle 
Lighting 

21                 4 Adar 
  

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

 

Havdalah 6:07pm 

 

 

 

22              5 Adar 

  
 

23               6 Adar 
 
 

24             7 Adar 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

25                 8 Adar 
  
 

26             9 Adar 
 
 

27           10 Adar 
  
 
5:13pm Candle 
Lighting 

28                11 Adar 
  
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

Shabbat Zachor 

 

ISRAELI WINE 
TASTING 
 

Havdalah 5:33pm 
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      MARCH 2026 
ADAR/NISAN 5786  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1              12 Adar 
 
 

2          13 Adar 
 
4:55am Fast 
begins 
Ta’Anis Esther 
6:10pm Fast ends 
 
DINNER & PURIM 
SERIVCE @ 
6:30PM 

3             14 Adar 
 
PURIM 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

4                 15 Adar 
 
 
 

5             16 Adar 
 
MINYAN @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

6             17 Adar 
 
 
5:22pm Candle 
Lighting 

7                  18 Adar   

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

 

Shabbat Parah 
 
Havdalah @ 
6:23pm 
 

8              19 Adar 
 
 
 

9               20 Adar 
 
 
BOARD MEETING 
@ 7:15 
 

10           21 Adar 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

11               22 Adar 
 
 
 

12           23 Adar 
 
 
 

13           24 Adar 
 
6:30pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
SHABBAT CHAI 

14                25 Adar 

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

SHABBAT 
HACHODESH 
 

MEVORCHIM 
CHODESH NISAN 

 

Havdalah @ 
7:32pm 

15            26 Adar 
 
 
 
 

16          27 Adar 
 
 
 
 

17           28 Adar 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 

18               29 Adar 
  
 

19            1 Nisan 
 
ROSH 
CHODESH 
NISAN 
  
 
MINYAN 

20            2 Nisan 
 
 
6:38pm Candle 
Lighting 

21                3 Nisan 
  

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

 

Havdalah 7:40pm 

22            4 Nisan 

  
 

23             5 Nisan 
 
 

24           6 Nisan 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

25                7 Nisan 
  
 

26            8 Nisan 
 
 

27            9 Nisan 
  
 
6:47pm Candle 
Lighting 

28              10 Nisan 
  
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

 

Shabbat HaGadol 

 

Yom HaAliyah 

Havdalah 5:33pm 

22          11 Nisan 

  
 

23          12  Nisan 
 
 

24         13 Nisan 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

    


