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Congregation Beth Israel 
 

Where the old is made new, 
and the new, holy. Moving? Email change?  Please inform us of your new address. 

 

6 Dundee Park 
Suite 301 
Andover, MA  01810 
 

PH:  978.474.0540 
 
office@BethIsraelMV.org 
www.BethIsraelMV.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

December 2025 

Kislev/Tevet 5786 

Congregation Beth Israel 
 

A spiritual oasis for the Jewish community! 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

 
This past week, I had the opportunity to watch the movie, 
“Nuremberg.” In the movie, the question is asked, “why don’t we—the 
United States and the other allied nations--just go ahead and kill the 
captured Nazi leaders? Why waste the time and money needed to     
provide them with a trial, which will only serve to delay a resolution 
and give the defendants a public forum to spew their hate and/or to   
provide a defense and possibly even be exonerated?” 
 
The justification offered by the allied leaders was that they were     
willing to take these risks, because they wanted the entire world to 
learn the truth about the heinous crimes against humanity perpetrated 
by the Nazi party and its leadership, and by doing so, increase the    
likelihood that such atrocities will never happen again. 
 
The reasoning of the allied leaders called to mind for me the famous 
quote of the Spanish philosopher, George Santayana, that “those, who 
do not learn from history, are doomed to repeat the same mistakes.” 
 
I also had a new appreciation for God’s command to us Jews in the 
Book of Deuteronomy “to remember what Amalek did to you on your 
journey our of Egypt, how they surprised you on the road and cut off 
the weak and elderly at the rear, when you were parched and weary 
from the journey.”  Commenting on this verse, the rabbis and sages 
note that God wants us to remember Amalek (and his ilk,) so that we 
Jews will never become complacent and instead will continue to do our 
part to ensure that Dr. Wiesel’s quote, “Never Again,” will become a 
reality for us Jews as well as for all people in the world, who are being 
persecuted and marginalized. 
 

Continued on Page 3 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

 

Dr. Douglas Kelley, a U.S. Army psychiatrist, who plays a prominent 
role in the movie, echoes this sentiment, arguing that what the Nazis 
did to the Jewish People and to other non-Aryan races and ethnicities 
could happen again, not only in Germany, but in other countries in the 
world, including our own United States, unless we are steadfast in our 
opposition to demagogic and authoritarian leaders, especially those, 
who, like Hitler and the Nazi Party, seek to gain power and support by 
demeaning and dehumanizing minority groups in that society. 
 
What have I taken from the movie, the above teaching from the Torah, 
as well as what is going on in our country and the world today? First, I 
am more committed than ever to standing up to and opposing           
Antisemitism and Anti-Zionism whatever the sources, especially those 
holding public office, whatever their political party or persuasion, and 
those in positions of power.  
 
The second thing that I more committed to doing than ever before is 
concededly far more difficult for me to do as a Jew, as a strong        
supporter of the State of Israel, and as one well aware of increasing   
Anti-Zionism in our country and in the world. I need to do this,      
however, for my own integrity, to avoid engaging in “tribalism,” and to 
not feel like a hypocrite.  
 
What I cannot do is to ignore and keep silent, when the right wing,    
authoritarian leaders currently governing Israel are failing to protect the 
property and physical safety of innocent Arab civilians on the West 
Bank, and I emphasize “innocent Arab civilians,” from attacks by    
Jewish “settlers”. Israel’s right-wing leaders and the settlers seek to         

 

Continued on Page 4 
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By Rabbi Howard Mandell 

 

justify their actions by dehumanizing the Arab community and by 
claiming that we Jews, alone, have a right to own property and live in 
the West Bank. 
 

However complicated the situation has been and continues to be in   
Gaza, the right of the Arab community to live peaceably in the West 
Bank is guaranteed under Israeli law. The Prophet Malachi’s              
admonition, “Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us;” 
the following teaching from the Talmud to the effect that God initially 
created but 2 people, Adam and Eve, so that we would all have a     
common ancestry, and no one would thus be able to say, “my ancestry 
is better than yours;” and this fundamental teaching found in the       
Torah—“all God’s children are created in the image of the divine;”  
make no exception for any racial, religious, or ethnic group! 
 
We will soon be celebrating together Chanukah, the Jewish “Festival of 
Lights. As we light candles each night together with family and friends, 
join with our sister congregation, Havurat Shalom, in eating latkes and 
sufganiyot; and give our children and grandchildren Chanukah gelt, 
chocolate, and gifts, let us remember that it was the courage shown by 
our ancestors in successfully opposing, against all odds, the                 
Antisemitism of their Greek Seleucid oppressors, that enable us Jews to 
be here today! 
 
Hag Orim Samach to your loved one and to each of you! 
 
Rabbi Howard Mandell 
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A Hanukkah Message: Share the Light and Rededicate Yourself 

Jon Brody (and Chat GPT) 

As the days grow shorter and the air grows colder, we once again draw near to Hanukkah—the Festival 
of Lights, the holiday of miracles, rededication, and resilience. For many of us at CBI, Hanukkah arrives 
as a comforting constant: eight nights of candles, songs, stories, and foods that connect us instantly with 
generations past. But this year, perhaps more than in recent memory, Hanukkah also meets us in a     
moment of profound instability. 
 
We are living in a time defined by overload—information overload, schedule overload, emotional        
overload. News cycles refresh by the minute, social media algorithms fight for our attention, and global 
events shift with dizzying speed. It often feels as though the world demands more energy from us than we 
have to give.  
 
In today’s world, we carry an unprecedented volume of stimuli in our pockets. On one hand, we have    

never been more connected; on the other, we have never felt more overwhelmed. Most of us wake up 

each day to news alerts about conflict, unrest, climate stress, political tension, and rising antisemitism—

events that ripple through the Jewish community with a weight that is both personal and collective.  

The story of Hanukkah, at its heart, is about refusing to let darkness define reality. It whispers: Slow 
down. Kindle one flame at a time. 
 
When the Maccabees reclaimed the desecrated Temple in Jerusalem, they faced the impossible: a    

sanctuary in ruins, a community traumatized, and a single cruse of oil that could burn for only one night. 

They could have walked away. They could have rationalized that the light wasn’t worth rekindling until 

conditions improved.  Instead, they lit the menorah anyway. 

That decision—to begin, even without certainty, feels deeply relevant today. Many Jews feel exhausted 
by the constant pressure to respond to events, to stay informed, to remain strong in the face of rising    
hatred. Many feel a sense of spiritual depletion, the way the Temple’s menorah once stood darkened. 
 
However, the miracle of Hanukkah is not only that the oil lasted eight days. The first miracle was actually 
that someone had the courage to light it at all. 
 
Each of us has some reserve of light inside us, though we may not always recognize it. We may imagine 

that resilience requires vast energy—that we must feel entirely steady, entirely strong, or entirely sure  

before we act. 

But Hanukkah teaches the opposite.  Resilience begins not with abundance, but with intention.  A single 

spark—one gesture of kindness, one moment of rest, one act of learning, one courageous conversation—

has the capacity to ignite something far beyond its size.  

This year, perhaps each of us can ask: What is my small flame? What is the one action that, even in a 

time of uncertainty, I can still take? 

One of the most beautiful features of Hanukkah observance is its emphasis on incremental progress. We 
do not begin with all eight lights blazing. We begin with one. The menorah reminds us that meaningful 
change happens slowly. Healing happens slowly. Understanding happens slowly. Faith builds            
slowly…..And by the eighth night, small actions have created something that can light up a room. 
 

Continued on Page 4 
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A Hanukkah Message: Share the Light and Rededicate Yourself (Cont’d) 

Jon Brody (and Chat GPT) 

 
Lighting the menorah is, fundamentally, an act meant to be seen. The mitzvah of lighting the candles   
invites us to place the candles in a window or doorway. Not to boast, but to share the light. 
 
How might we share light today in our Merrimack Valley Community? 
 

By checking in on someone who has been quiet or lonely lately. 
By attending a communal event to show support even when we feel tired. 
By welcoming someone new to a Hanukkah celebration  
By supporting Jewish organizations, schools, and synagogues working tirelessly in challenging 
times. 
By giving tzedakah to communities facing crisis, both within and beyond the Jewish world. 

 
Each of these acts is a modern-day menorah in the window just by sharing our light. 
This year, many Jews are entering Hanukkah with hearts that are both hopeful and heavy. The rise in  
antisemitism globally, the political polarization within communities, and the ongoing violence in parts of 
the world weigh heavily on us.  
 
Yet Hanukkah has always held this tension. The holiday commemorates joy emerging from struggle,    
triumph emerging from fear, identity emerging from suppression. The oil burned brightest precisely       
because it was lit in a time of devastation. 
 
The Maccabees’ rededication of the Temple is the root of the holiday’s name-Hanukkah. 
Hanukkah asks us not simply to remember an ancient rededication, but to create a new one each year 
within ourselves. How can we rededicate ourselves to make an incremental change?  We can rededicate: 
 

• our time, by carving out moments of genuine rest 
• our attention, by stepping away from constant digital noise 

• our values, by reaffirming compassion, justice, and connection 

• our Jewish identity, by grounding it in learning, ritual, and pride 

• our homes, by making space for light—literal and metaphorical 
 
As we kindle our menorahs this year, may we remember that our task is not to eliminate the world’s darkness, but to 
refuse to let it extinguish our light. May we honor the miracle of Hanukkah not just as a story of the past but as a 
guide for the present. And may each night remind us that slow, steady illumination—one flame at a time—can  
transform not only our own lives, but the CBI Community, the Merrimack Valley and the broader world around us. 
 
This season, may we become keepers of the flame—gentle, persistent, and resilient—and may our collective CBI 
light shine ever brighter. 
 
I wish you a very meaningful eight days filled with light and a sense of warmth and joy as you work towards your 

own rededication. 
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December 2025 
Social Action Bulletin Article 

 

Yom Kippur Food Drive 
A belated but very heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
Yom Kippur Food Drive, and especially to Janet Damelin and Rebecca 
Fishbein for coordinating the project, which benefitted the clients of Neigh-
bors in Need. The response from CBI was impressive, and we are so grateful 
for the congregation’s support. 
 

Gift Card Collection for SNAP recipients 
Thanks, too, to everyone who donated gift cards to help families and individu-
als who rely on SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits 
to purchase groceries during the government shutdown, which disrupted this 
essential program. With your help, we were able to provide more than $1,100 
in gift cards to Lazarus House, to help those impacted by the shutdown. 
 

Operation Elf 
Robin Rose and Rebecca Fishbein are once again coordinating CBI contribu-
tions to Operation Elf. Founded by our very own Sarah Blumenstock & Kris 
Girrell, Operation Elf is designed to bring hope, joy, and the spirit of the holi-
days to children in at-risk situations across Massachusetts and greater New 
England. Operation Elf partners with many local referring community agen-
cies, including the Nashua Children’s Home, Jewish Family and Children’s 
Services, and Children’s Services of Roxbury among others that review each 
child’s situation prior to including them in our program. There is still time to 
sponsor a child by visiting Operation Elf at www.operationelf.org.  
 

Upcoming Programs 
 

Lawrence Boys and Girls Club: Wednesday, December 17 from 3:30 to 6:30 
or 7:00 to serve dinner at the holiday party. Please let Susannah Abbott 
(zaninandover@gmail.com) know if you are interested. 
 

Lazarus House: Sunday, January 18 from 8:30 - 10:30 to make bagged lunch-
es to distribute to those in need. Location TBD. Please let Susannah Abbott 
(zaninandover@gmail.com) know if you are interested in helping to make the 
lunches, or if you would like to contribute a gift card to help defray the cost of 
ingredients. 

Thank you for joining us in Tikkun Olam! 
 
Susannah Abbott and Amy Friedman Lee 
Co-chairs, Social Action Committee 

https://zzkeakjab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BZNqhuTi4IitaABsoa2DAM4XHA8o147Eumfu6c1XucEAvh8YBM4Vm3gLO_s88_ubqV-lYtjkLerHdRVEgeFRWqI_KO1BlX7IiroxK84c0vwCUUl3Q4ZyIcK3-rP5VrQQ6yGUQsV5Zp0N-PsQy62prSKiOFykIS-R&c=K3miBhMYlH0RQUqIq9EOXucValeAD4l7u_dGTVWk1UKyhephO62Fvw=
mailto:zaninandover@gmail.com
mailto:zaninandover@gmail.com
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KIDDUSH SPONSORS NEEDED 
 

We have a few dates still available for the re-
mainder of the year. Do you have a Yahrzeit 
coming up? Special Birthday? How about just 
because? 
 

We can do the shopping and setup for a small 
fee of $75.  
 

The following dates are available: 
 
 January 3 
 January 17 
 January 24 
 January 31 
 February 7 
 February 21 

 

Please contact Janet at  

office @bethisraelmv.org or at 978.474.0540. 

CBI Cares 
 

 

CBI Cares is here for you.  

 

Please notify Barbara 

Moverman at  
Barbara.moverman@gmail.com 

or Janet at   

office@bethisraelmv.org 

if you know of someone 

could use a meal or support 

of any kind.  

 

We are here for you.  
   

UPCOMING EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS! 
 

 December 7  Yoni Battat Concert & Stories 

 December 14  Chanukah Latke Event with the Havurah 

 December 14  1st night of Chanukah 

 December 21  Talmud Class 

 December 24  “Pastrami on Rye” Deli Night 

 December 25  Office closed 

 January 1   New Year’s Day — Office Closed 

 January 9   Shabbat Chai 

 January 19   MLK Day — Office Closed 

 February 17  President’s Day — Office Closed   

 February 28  Israeli Wine Tasting 

 March 2   Erev Purim 

 March 3   Purim 

 March 13   Shabbat Chai 

mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org
mailto:barbara.moverman@gmail.com
mailto:office@bethisraelmv.org
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The January 2026 

Bulletin deadline is 

Thursday, December 18, 2025 

Send your articles to 
Newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org with 

“January Newsletter"  

 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES DECEMBER 2025 

 
DECEMBER HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

  חדש תדלוה םוי
 

 

Myrna Weisman December 3 

Blair Roberts December 4 

Debby Friedman December 6 

Sam Guttentag December 6 

Stephen Roesler December 7 

Michelle Shainker December 10 

Gary Dudley December 15 

Ron Grosz  December 27 

Max Lee  December 27 

Jim Shainker December 28 

Judy Mizner  December 29 

Bill Shek  December 30 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

The CBI Board of Directors will meet on Monday,       

December 8 at 7:15pm on Zoom for their regularly      

scheduled monthly meeting.   

All Board Meetings are open to the membership.  If you 

would like to attend, please RSVP no later than           

December 5 to Janet at 978.474.0540 or  

office@BethIsraelMV.org and the Zoom link will be 

provided, along with an agenda. 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

Consider making a donation to the 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund which 

gives  Rabbi   Mandell the ability to 

purchase or fund items that benefit 

the synagogue, our members, and our 

neighbors in need.  Kindly send your   

donation to Janet in the CBI office, 

check made out to CBI, including 

the notation “RDF”, and it will be 

credited accordingly. 

 Thank you for your generosity! 

Best wishes for many more 

healthy and happy 

celebrations! 

  

mailto:Newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:amy@BethIsraelMV.org
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Join us for Kiddush Luncheon following  
Shabbat Morning Services! 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR  NOVEMBER 
 

KIDDUSH / ONEG / SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS 
 
 
 

 
 

Sponsor      Date   Occasion 

 
Les Tye    November 1  In memory of his beloved sister-in-law, 
       Suretta Bronstein 
 
Ann Macklin    November 8  In memory of her beloved brother, Russell 
       on what would have been his 62nd  
       Birthday 
 
Ellen Rothstein    November 15 In memory of her beloved parents, 
       Frank & Sandra Rothstein 
 
Gary Mauser    November 15 In memory of his beloved father, 
       Herman Mauser 
 
Rebecca & Mitch Guttentag  November 15 In memory of Mitch’s beloved father, 
       Albert Jacob Guttentag 
 
Ida & Charles Marget    November 21 In memory of their beloved daughter, 
       Marcia Marget Berns and in memory 
       of Ida’s beloved mother, Jennie Kallman  
 
Cindy & Burt Ochs    November 29 In memory of Cindy’s beloved father, 
       Fred Bachner 

    
Donations to the Kiddush Fund are always gratefully accepted. 

 

 
Upcoming dates are available to honor / remember loved ones 

and / or special events / holidays. 

 
Contact Janet for more information on Kiddush sponsorships. 
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TEMPLE FUND 
 

FROM    TO   OCCASION 
 

Yana Shapiro The Guest Family In memory of your beloved mother, Faith Guest 

Yana Shapiro Alan Friedman  In memory of your beloved brother,   
    Jack Friedman 

Yana Shapiro The Styman Family In memory of your beloved mother,  
    Pearl Styman 

Yana Shapiro The Glazer Family In memory of your beloved mother, 
    Libbie Glazer 

Rebecca & Mitch Guttentag Robin & Mike Rose Mazel Tov David & Lizzy’s wedding! 

Michelle & Larry Soll Robin & Mike Rose Mazel Tov David & Lizzy’s wedding! 

Diane Ring Ethel Somers  In honor of Ethel turning 102! 

Elaine Winic Ethel Somers  In honor of Ethel’s 102nd birthday! 

Jill Schoenberg Jean Sanders  In memory of her beloved sister, Claire 

Howard & Melodie Teich 

 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 
 

FROM  DEPARTED 

 

Bonnie Heines Leonore Rambach, Mother 

Stephen Cohen & Esther Barmak Benjamin Cohen, Father 

Chris Cook Olav Cook, Father 

Ruth Curran Lena Gerson, Grandmother 

Lyle W. Barlyn Isabel & Archie Barlofsky, Parents 

Karen Meyer Samuel Goldberg, Grandfather 

Susan Neyman & Family Sylvia Neyman, Beloved Mother-in law & Grandmother 

Barbara Pofcher Jerry Goldman, Son-in-law 

Fay Lebowitz Alvin Lebowitz, Husband 

David Levine Max Levine, Father 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

FROM    TO   OCCASION 
 

Elaine Winic    Rabbi Mandell   In honor of Rabbi Mandell’s hard work to 
       create meaningful High holiday  Services. 

Jim Shainker    Rabbi Mandell  
 
Marcia Balin    Ethel Somers   Happy Birthday 
 

We appreciate and accept all donations for various funds for recognition purposes, however all donations are used for general operating expenses except those to 
the Rabbi Discretionary Fund and the Leonard C. Mandell Legacy Fund / May Their Memory Always be for a Blessing . 
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The following names will be read, and people remembered at Yahrzeit, on Shabbat Morning 

December 6-12 
16-22 Kislev 

Sylvia Abramson 
Fannie Artenstein 
Sarah Freda Bishoff 
Jennie Brindis 
Ruth Coggan 
Samuel Cohen 
Rabbi Abraham   
 Isaac Feldbin 
Rose Gass 
Kaity Gedansky 
Henrietta Gerstein 
Samuel Goldberg 
Murray Green 
Max Greenberg 
Ina B. Greenblatt 
Sadye (Ostro) Grossman 
Suzanne Grosz 
Ida "Hon" Sarah Hantgan 
Aaron J. Harris 
Herbert Harris 
Sanford Hershfield 
Jennie Eva Hoffman 
Richard Holzman 
Irving S. Horowitz 
Frances Issenberg 
David Kaplan 
Etta K. Karp 
Benjamin Kazer 
Janice Kornfeld 
Benjamin Kroll 
Leo Pepper 
Sanford Roomberg 
Max Rosengard 
Samuel Rostler 
A. Sidney Roth 
Lillian Schacter 
Pearl Schwartz 
Morris J. Shapiro 
Benjamin Shuman 
Hena Shupak 
Howard M. Siegel 
Fannie Silverwatch 
Phillip Snyder 
Lena Spector 
Hilda S. Steinberg 
Celia Tinter 
Rebecca Weinstein 
Samuel Weisberg 
Esther Wiseman 
Sarah Wolff 

December 13-19 
23-29 Kislev 

 

Bella Bernstein 
Ida Bernstein 
Mitchell Louis Borke 
Harry Bower 
Berta Brudnick 
Goodman Gafin 
Jacob Gardner 
Jacob Garnick 
Bertha Gofman 
Benjamin Goldberg 
David Samuel Goldberg 
Israel Goldberg 
Lester Henry Goldberg 
Burton Golner 
Dorothy Goodman 
Nelly Gottlieb 
Ina B. Greenblatt 
Abraham Gustat 
Irwin Hammer 
Shirley Hirshberg 
Dr. Max Hymen 
Anne Jacobs 
Leah Freda Kaplan 
Leo Katze 
Beatrice Kleider 
Max Levine 
Joseph Lipchitz 
Harry Lovitt 
Lewis Marmer 
Dr. Abraham Meister 
Louis Pearl 
Jack Perelmuter 
Jerome Porton 
Samuel Porton 
Deborah Rosoff 
Jack Schlesinger 
Esther Schub 
Ruth Siegal 
Jacob Sigal 
Maurice Lewis Silverman 
Ida Waldimer 
Nathan Warshawsky 
Alyssa Becker Zeller  

December 20-26 
30 Kislev-6 Tevet 

 

Barbara Bernstein 
Eva Bernstein 
Louis H. Bloch 
Pauline Broady 
Ida Smith Cohen 
Max Cohen 
Robert "Robbie" Damelin 
Raymond Eichenbaum 
Pearl R. Feinman 
Nathan Finkle 
Miriam Friedman 
Israel Froman 
David Gerstein 
Elaine Goldstein 
Fannie Greenbaum 
Sydney Greenhouse 
Benjamin Greenstein 
Annette Gruber 
Dorothy Herscot 
Lottie Karp 
Louis Kates 
Betty Kleinbart 
Joseph Lasser 
Mary Leavitt 
Minnie Levine 
Morris Levy 
Minnie Makovsky 
Bessie W. Novick 
Grace Rappaport 
Rebecca Rappaport 
Joseph J. Ravich 
Ruth (Price) Rosengard 
Seymour Rosenstone 
Nettie R. Schneider 
Arthur Shainker 
Jack Shatz 
Irene Siegal 
Morris Steinberg 
Barney Trager 
Jenny Zeichner 

December  27-January 2 
7-13 Tevet 

 

Jill Aszling 
Louis Baratz 
Rose Barlofsky 
Anna Baskin 
Joseph D. Bernstein 
Nathan Bernstein 
Sheila Bunin 
Harry Cohen 
Samuel Curley 
Philip Davidson 
Oscar Edelstein 
Myer Falk 
Ethel Feuer 
Rebecca Filler 
Jacob Finberg 
Nathan G. Friedman 
Isadore Garnick 
Rebecca Garnick 
Nathan Greenbaum 
Gertrude Greenblatt 
Dr. Ralph Heifetz 
Sidney Herscovitz 
Helen Jacobson 
Samuel Jacobson 
Jennie Levy 
Martin Lieberman 
Malcolm Ochs 
Lillian Roffman 
Helen Rosenstone 
Ben Rostler 
Susan Ina Schrader 
Samuel Schwartz 
Dr. Jay Slosberg 
Jennie Steinberg 
Jay Tichenor 
Joseph Vinecour 
Max Vinecour 
Rose Weisman 
Martin Weiss  
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Cowan Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 

 
359 Main Street 

Haverhill, MA 01830 
 

 Phone: (978) 372-1451 
Fax: (978) 521-4669 

E-mail: stef@cowaninsurance.com 
 

 Specializing in Business & Personal  
Insurance 

 

 

Advertisers 

Family owned and operated for 
5 generations in the Merrimack Valley 

                      

 
 

978.372.9311 
 

 106 Summer St., Haverhill 
210 So. Main St., Bradford 

www.farmerfuneralhomes.com 

 

GOLDMAN 
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL 

 

174 Ferry Street 
Malden, MA 02148 

 
HARVEY GOLDMAN 

JAY GOLDMAN 
 

Boston Area: 781-324-1122  
Toll Free: 800-982-3717 

Fax: 781-324-7553 
Email: goldmanfc@comcast.net 

Complete Cleaning 
Company 

 
Carpets  

&  
Upholstery 

 
Rich Bouchard 
978-975-1074 

mailto:stef@cowaninsurance.com
http://www.farmerfuneralhomes.com
mailto:goldmanfc@comcast.net
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Tel: (978) 535-6449  
Fax: (978) 535-6816 

 

474 Lowell Street 
 Peabody, MA 01960 

 

todd@levineskoshermkt.com 
 

http://www.levineskoshermkt.com 

  

 

 

Beth El Cemetery 

Chelmsford 

Serving Congregation Beth Israel and 
The Merrimack Valley Jewish Community 

 
 

Impeccably Maintained 
Mixed Religion Burial Area 

Quiet and Serene Setting 
 

For a guided tour of the cemetery and to discuss  
availability and costs of burial plots, go to 

bethelcemeteryma.org/contacts 
 

Jim Shainker, President 
Howie Flagler, Vice President 

 
 

 

mailto:todd@levineskoshermkt.com
http://www.levineskoshermkt.com
mailto:bethelcemeteryma.org/contacts
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JNF TREE CERTIFICATES ARE 
AVAILABLE AT CBI 

 
For a contribution of $18 (same price as 
online at the JNF website), you can 
request a personalized JNF Trees for 
Israel certificate be sent to the recipient 
of your choice, for any occasion! 
 
What a meaningful way to honor, 
memorialize and celebrate friends and 
loved ones at birthdays, anniversaries, 
accomplishments, b’nei mitzvah, 
weddings, births, healing, get well 
wishes, and more! 
 
Please call or email Amy in the office for 
more information and to order your 
certificates today! 
 
To learn more 
about the work of  
Jewish National 
Fund, visit their 
website, 
www.jnf.org.  

mailto:office@BethIsraelMV.org
http://www.jnf.org
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C O M M U N I T Y     N O T I C E S 

 

 TODAH RABAH, THANK YOU -תודה רבּה מזל טוב
 

Elaine Winic for her outstanding work on updating our donation form on our 
website. It is FABULOUS!!! 

 
Jeff  Tye for running another successful CPR/AED class. 

 
Bashert for an amazing Shabbat Chai! 

 
Social Action Committee for a successful campaign that brought in over $1,000 

in grocery gift cards for Lazarus House. 
 

Rabbi Mandell for the amazing Talmud Class. 
 

THURSDAY NIGHT MINYAN 
 

Regularly scheduled on the 1st & 3rd  
Thursdays of each month 

 
 

Thursday, December 4 & 18 @ 7:00pm 
 
 

You are invited to join us whenever you can to support the congregants and friends who 
are in mourning or observing a yahrzeit of a loved one. 
 
Please let Janet know if you plan on attending by the Wednesday before by clicking 
here:  

 

MI SHEBEIRACH 

Paul Moverman 
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Rabbi 
Howard Mandell 

 
Rabbi Mandell is 

available by calling 
the Synagogue 

or via email, 
RabbiMandell@ 

BethIsraelMV.org 
 
 

Synagogue 
Office Hours 

 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday - Friday 

 
It’s always a good idea to 
call/email prior to making 
a trip to the Synagogue 
to be sure someone is 
available to greet you. 

 
Phone: 978.474.0540 

 
 

office@BethIsraelMV.org 

Board of Directors 

CBI Email Addresses 
 

STAFF / LEADERSHIP / COMMITTEES 
 

Rabbi Howard Mandell = RabbiMandell@BethIsraelMV.org 
Administrator, Janet Damelin = office@BethIsraelMV.org 
President, Jeff Tye = JTMedic1@comcast.net 
Vice President, Programming, Caren Jacobson = carenblair@aol.com 
Vice President, Finance/Treasurer, Jonathan Brody = jonbrody@comcast.net 
Clerk, Sarah Blumenstock = sarahbg@verizon.net 
Back To Shul Task Force, Caren Jacobson = carenblair@aol.com 
CBI Cares, Barbara Moverman = CBICares@BethIsraelMV.org 
Newsletter, Janet Damelin = newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org 
Social Action / Chesed, Susannah Abbott & Amy Friedman Lee = SocialAction@BethIsraelMV.org 
Webmaster, Rick Pike = webmaster@BethIsraelMV.org 
Website, Robin Rose = rmrose6016@verizon.net 

President Jeffrey Tye 

Vice President,  
Programming 

Caren Jacobson 

Vice President,  
Finance 

Jonathan Brody 

Clerk Sarah Blumenstock 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

DIRECTORS 

Hilary Guida Philip Onigman 

Judith Mizner Bill Shek 

Bob Moverman Elaine Winic 

Rick Pike  

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Robin Rose Tanya Gould 

Howard Flagler Howard Spector 

Jim Shainker  

mailto:Rabbi@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:office@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:RabbiMandell@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:amy@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:JTMedic1@comcast.net
mailto:carenblair@aol.com
mailto:JonBrody@comcast.net
mailto:CBICares@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:newsletter@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:SocialAction@BethIsraelMV.org
mailto:webmaster@BethIsraelMV.org
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      DECEMBER 2025 
KISLEV/TEVET 5786  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1             11 Kislev 
 
 
 

2           12 Kislev 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

3               13 Kislev 
 
 

4           14 Kislev 
 
 
MINYAN @ 
7:00pm 
 

5           15 Kislev 
 
 
3:53pm Candle 
Lighting 

6               16 Kislev   

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

 

Havdalah @ 
4:58pm 
 

7            17 Kislev 
 
YONI BATTAT 
CONCERT & 
TALK  
3:00-4:30PM 
 
 

8             18 Kislev 
 
 
BOARD MEETING 
@ 7:15 
 
 

9           19 Kislev 
 
 
VETERAN’S 
DAY—OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

10             20 Kislev 
 
 
 

11         21 Kislev 
 
 
 

12         22 Kislev 
 
 
3:53pm Candle 
Lighting 

13             23 Kislev 
  

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 
 

 
Havdalah @ 
4:59pm 

14          24 Kislev 
 
CHANUKAH 
LATKE EVENT 
 
FIRST NIGHT OF 
CHANUKAH 
 
1 CANDLE @ 
4:37PM 
Lighting Chanukah 
candles at Brightview 

15         25 Kislev 
 
 
 2 CANDLES @ 
4:37PM 
 
Lighting 
Chanukah 
candles at 
Brightview 
 
 

16         26 Kislev 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
3 CANDLES @ 
4:37PM 

17             27 Kislev 
  
4 CANDLES @ 
4:38PM 

18         28 Kislev 
 
 5 CANDLES @ 
4:38PM 
 
 
MINYAN 
 
 
 
 
 

19         29 Kislev 
 
6 CANDLES @ 
3:55PM 
 
 
3:55pm Candle 
Lighting 

20             30 Kislev 
 CHAG HABANOT 
 

ROSH CHODESH 
TEVET 

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

7 CANDLES @ 
5:01PM 
 

Havdalah 5:01pm 

21             1 Tevet 
  
TALMUD CLASS @ 
11:00AM 

 
8 CANDLES @ 
4:40PM 
 
ROSH CHODESH 
TEVET 

22          2 Tevet 
 
8TH DAY OF 
CHANUKAH 
 

23            3 Tevet 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

24                4 Tevet 
  
“PASTRAMI ON 
RYE” DELI NIGHT 
PLEASE RSVP BY 
DEC. 19TH 
 

25            5 Tevet 
 
CHRISTMAS 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26            6 Tevet 
  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
3:59pm Candle 
Lighting 

27                7 Tevet 
  
 
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

 

Havdalah 5:05pm 

28             8 Tevet   

 

29              9 Tevet 
  
 

30          10 Tevet 
  
5:43AM FAST 
BEGINS 
Asara B’Tevet 
4:59PM FAST ENDS 

 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

31           11 Tevet 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
 
WELCOME 2026 
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      JANUARY 2026 
TEVET/SHEVAT 5786  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1            12 Tevet 
 
MINYAN @ 
7:00pm 
 
NEW YEAR’S 
DAY! 

2            13 Tevet 
 
 
4:04pm Candle 
Lighting 

3                14 Tevet   

 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 

 

Havdalah @ 
5:11pm 
 

4            15 Tevet 
 
 
 

5              16 Tevet 
 
 
 
 

6            17 Tevet 
 
 
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

7                18 Tevet 
 
 
 

8            19 Tevet 
 
 
 

9           20 Tevet 
 
4:11pm Candle 
Lighting 
 
SHABBAT CHAI 

10              21 Tevet 
  

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 
 
 

 
Havdalah @ 
5:17pm 

11           22 Tevet 
 
 
 
 

12            23 Tevet 
 
 
 BOARD 
MEETING @ 7:15 
 
 

13          24 Tevet 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 
 
 

14              25 Tevet 
  
 

15          26 Tevet 
 
  
 
MINYAN 
 
 
 
 
 

16         27 Tevet 
 
 
4:19pm Candle 
Lighting 

17              17 Tevet 
  

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

MEVORCHIM 
CHODESH 
SHEVAT 

 

Havdalah 5:25pm 

18           29 Tevet 

  
 

19           1 Shevat 
 
ROSH CHODESH 
SHEVAT 
 
MLK DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

20         2 Shevat 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

21             3 Shevat 
  
 

22         4 Shevat 
 
 

23          5 Shevat 
  
 
4:28pm Candle 
Lighting 

24              6 Shevat 
  
 
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

 

Havdalah 5:33pm 

25          7 Shevat   

 

26           8 Shevat 
  
 

27         9 Shevat 
  
MAH JONGG @ 
7:00pm 

28            10 Shevat 29        11 Shevat 
 
 

30        12 Shevat 
  
 
4:37pm Candle 
Lighting 

31            13 Shevat 
  
 
 

Shabbat Services 
@ 9:30am 

 

Shabbat Shirah 

 

Havdalah 5:41pm 

 


